23/ 04/ 1999

Gsu' s statenment on | oggi ng wel coned

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Lun Dayeh Cul tural Associati on Sabah presi dent

Ri cky Ganang has wel coned Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukam s statenent that
| oggi ng activities which threatened water and food sources of nearhby

vill agers shoul d be viewed seriously.

Ganang today said the State Governnent shoul d, however, keep to its word
as the livelihood of the Lun Dayeh communities in Long Pasia and Long Mo
depended on forest resources.

He said if the State Governnment failed to review |l ogging in areas which
would in turn affect the people in the long run, the association m ght
appeal to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to intervene

Gsu when et after the weekly State Cabinet neeting yesterday was qouted
as sayi ng:

"I'f the inmplication (of logging activities) is w despread and not good
for the people, we nust do sonething about it ... we nust address the
probl em of the people.”

Gsu also said if a licence was issued for logging in the area, the
Governnent would review it and if an application had been nmade the
Gover nnent m ght not approve it.
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