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OSMAN' S ABSENCE W LL NOT AFFECT VOTES FOR DR MAHATHI R

By: Abdul HalimTaib

ALOR STAR, Nov 19 (Bernanmm) -- Many people, especially those in Kubang
Pasu, were rather surprised when Tan Sri OGsnman Arof f was not chosen as a
candi date for the Jitra state seat.

Earlier, they were jolted by runours that Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAi would stand in Tunjang, but this did not
materi alise

There were also talks that if Gsman was not chosen as a state
assenbl yman, at |east he shoul d be given any parlianentary seat outside
Kubang Pasu, but both assunptions were proven wr ong.

Fol | owi ng his exclusion, there were clains that what was done to the
forner nmenteri besar and deputy head of Kubang Pasu Umo division would to
a certain extent influence the votes for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who i s the nenber of parlianment for Kubang Pasu.

This was in view of the fact that Gsnan was recently appointed as
personal representative of the prine mnister who has strong influence in
Kubang Pasu.

Gsman, who was Jitra assenblyman for the past 30 years, is said to have
strong support in Kubang Pasu right to the grassroots |evel.

However, the runours were ended when Csnan was seen assisting Dr
Mahathir to start his canpaign in the town of Tunjang this afternoon.

Gsman said as deputy head of Kubang Pasu Umo he woul d continue to give
hi s undi vi ded support and ensure Dr Mahathir won with a big nmgjority in the
10t h general el ection.

He said his personal interest was not inportant, what was inpportant
was to hand Dr Mahathir a handsone victory and at the same tine continue to
i npl ement the devel opnent projects pl anned.

H s speech was responded with | oud appl ause fromthe crowd who had
t hought that Osman woul d not attend the function out of frustration.

Earlier, when nmet by reporters after the announcenent of the BN
candi dates, Osnman sai d he accepted whatever decision taken by the top
| eader shi p.

He said, as a politician he would continue to spport whoever was
nonmi nated by the BN

Meanwhi | e, Gsman's successor, Prof Dr O hman |Ishak said he would strive
to assist Dr Mahathir to win the election

Dr O hman, 62, was the forner Head of the Islam c Acadeny, University
of Mal aya and was born in Kampung Natoi, Hosba, in the Kubang Pasu
district.
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