16/ 03/ 1999
OCsu appoi nted Sabah Chief M nister

Zul ki fli O hman; Kamarul Yunus

BARI SAN Nasi onal (BN) yesterday pi cked Sabah Umo |iaison chief Datuk Gsu
Sukam as Sabah Chi ef M nister and shut the door agai nst possible
cooperation with Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS).

OCsu, with the weight of Umo winning all 24 seats it contested in the
ninth state el ection, becones chief mnister followi ng the defeat of Tan
Sri Bernard Donpok, who was chief mnister when the State Legislative
Assenbl y was di ssol ved.

Under the rotation system Bum putera Miuslim Bum putera non-Mislim and
Chinese will hold the chief mnistership for two years.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , speaking at a
press conference to announce the appoi ntmrent of Osu as the new Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster yesterday, repeated that cooperation with the PBS was out of the
guesti on.

"There is no question of any talk with the PBS on cooperation," he said.
Abdul | ah, however, assured the Kadazandusun that the rotation system

will continue and the next chief minister after Gsu woul d be a
Kadazandusun.

Meanwhil e, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d yesterday

t he appoi ntnent of Osu as chief nminister will help strengthen Sabah BN in
facing the conming general election.

"It is inmportant that Umo | ead t he Sabah Governnment since BN needs a
strong Government when facing the com ng general el ection, scheduled to be
hel d anytime fromnow until April next year, he told newsnen after neeting
Pol i sh President Al eksander Kwasnhi ewski in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.
"(Based on the just-concluded Sabah el ection) Umo had received strong
support and mandate fromthe Sabahans,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chai rnman, was asked whet her the appoi nt nent
of an Umo | eader as Sabah Chief Mnister for the first two-year term
under the rotation basis will be a permanent feature when BN rul es the
state after every el ection.

"No, not necessary. Presently, we are weakened foll ow ng Donpok's
failure to retain his Myyok seat. |If Donmpok had won, he will be

reappoi nted as chief mnister. W need to have a strong Governnent (to
face the next general election). Thus, the present choice would be from
Umo, " he said.

Reiterating that BNwi Il continue to inplenent the rotation basis, Dr
Mahat hir said the deci sion was reached after consultation with all BN
conponent | eaders in Kota Ki nabalu | ast Sunday.

He added that despite BN winning a bigger magjority in the Sabah state
election, it has no imediate plans to call for a snap general el ection.
"I amnot affected by the results. | had expected BN to win in Sabah but
only with a sinple mgjority. However, we have done rather well and proved
critics wong but this does not nean that this has induced me to call for
a snap el ection.

Dr Mahathir also said he is confident BNwill win a two-thirds nmajority
in the com ng general election.

"W (BN) will win but it will be hard for us to better or naintain what
we achi eved during the 1995 elections. | also don't think the opposition
will be able to forma governnment in the next election," he said.

Csu is expected to announce his Cabinet today. It is expected that M
Wences Anggang, one of the two Parti Denokrati k Rakyat winners in the



el ection, will be named deputy chief mnister.
He won the Kual a Penyu seat. The other is M Siringan Guribat who won
t he Ranau seat.
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