16/ 03/ 1999

OCsu is Sabah Chief Mnister (HL)

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mbn. - Sabah Umo head Dat uk Osu Sukam was today sworn in
as the State's 12th Chief Mnister before Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Sakaran Dandai at the |Istana.

Anong those present were Kota Kinabalu H gh Court Judge Datuk Charles
Ho, former Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and State Secretary Tan
Sri Khalil Jamal ul.

Speaking to the Press before | eaving the Istana, Gsu said his i medi ate
task would be the formation of the State Cabinet. "I will call a Press
conference tonorrow," he said.

Asked i f he woul d announce his Cabinet |ine-up tonorrow, the forner
Deputy Chief Mnister said the |ist was bei ng deci ded.

In Kual a Lunmpur, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said a
Kadazandusun | eader fromthe Barisan Nasional woul d take over the Chief
M nister's post after Osu had conpleted his term followed by a | eader
representing the Chinese comunity.

Dr Mahathir said Donpok's defeat had created a problem Had he won in
Moyog, there was no question that Donmpok woul d have been asked to continue
| eading the State as he al ready possessed the experience as Chi ef
M ni ster.

Dr Mahathir said an Umo | eader was sel ected as Chief M nister because
of the inmportance of having a strong State Governnent in view of the
general el ection which nust be held before April 2000.

"The rotation systemremnmains but we feel it is vital that Umo | eads
Sabah as it has received strong support ... capable of leading the State
and i npl ementing projects.”

At a Press conference after nmeeting with Polish President Al eksander
Kwasni ewski at the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Dr Mahathir said the
deci sion to appoint Gsu had been agreed to by Sabah BN | eaders.

Gsu' s appoi ntment was earlier announced by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at a Press conference at the Sabah Ummo
headquarters i n Konpl ex KWSP i n Kota Ki nabal u

"After Osu conpletes his term a Kadazandusun will take over to conplete
the 14 nont hs whi ch Donpok coul d not conplete. The rotation will continue
as usual ," Abdul | ah sai d.

Donpok was appointed Chief Mnister to represent the Kadazandusun
community on May 28 | ast year, after the MiuslimBum putera and Chi nese
comuni ties had conpleted their two-year terns.

He | ost his Moyog seat to Parti Bersatu Sabah's O arence Bongkos Mal akun
inthe State el ection.

On the discussions anong Dr Mahat hir, Osu and Donpok, Abdullah said the
rotation systemwas enphasi sed.

He said the discussion had taken into consideration the need to create a
credi bl e and capabl e Governnment to ensure all BN pl edges during the
el ection coul d be inpl enent ed.

Asked if the defeat of Kadazandusun parties in the BN fold indicated the
community had rejected them he said it neant that not everyone accepted
the parties.

Only two Parti Denokrati k Sabah candi dates - Dat uk Wences Anggang (Kual a
Penyu) and Datuk Siringan Gubat (Ranau) - won in the polls.

Anot her BN Kadazandusun- based party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah headed
by Datuk Seri Joseph Kurup, failed to win any seat.



"There i s not enough support and | cannot say that Donmpok was totally
rejected by the Kadazandusun and the people, but in a denmocracy, this
happens, " Abdul | ah sai d.

He said the BN woul d continue its power-sharing concept and that the BN
was a CGovernnent for the people of Sabah.

He added that the BN did not plan to discuss inviting the PBSinto its
fol d.

Asked about non-Misli mcandi dates wi nning in MislimBum putera
constituenci es, Abdullah said:

"Cenerally, Sabah politics has matured, but in any situation, there wll
be peopl e who pronote a political approach which may not be accepted by
Some groups.

"However, the inmportant thing is the people of Sabah have el ected the BN
foll owi ng the denocratic process.”

Donpok, when net at the same venue, said he supported the appoi ntment of
Csu as Chief Mnister.

"I support the decision to appoint Osu to | ead the Governnent, and then
to all ow a Kadazandusun to take over the hel mof the Cabinet after he
conpletes his term" he said.

The BN won 31 seats in the election - Umo took 24 seats; PDS, two;
Sabah Progressive Party, three; and Li beral Denocratic Party, two. PBS
headed by Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan won 17 seats.
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