14/10/ 1999

OGsu submits shortlist of poll candidates to Dr M

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - The Barisan Nasional's 14 incunbent Menbers of
Parl i ament have been shortlisted along with sone new faces to contest the
20 seats in the com ng general elections.

Chief Mnister and Sabah BN chai rman Dat uk Osu Sukam said the |ist had
been submtted to the national BN head Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the weekly Cabi net neeting today,
he said: "Wth nore than 20 nanmes in the list, the final decision (to
sel ect who to contest) is up to the Barisan Nasional |eadership."

Csu said in sonme constituencies three nanes, including incumbents, had
been proposed and were shortlisted for final selection by the | eadership

The BN conponent parties in Sabah had submitted their respective
proposed candi dates to Sabah BN before the |list was forwarded to Kual a
Lunpur. Gsu did not deny that Umo had submtted 20 nanes.

The BN parties in Sabah are Umo, Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP),

Li beral Denocratic Party (LDP), United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun
Organi sati on (UPKO, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar), Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah, MCA, CGerakan and M C

Umo has 10 MPs, SAPP (two), LDP and UPKO has one each. The renaini ng
six MP seats belong to Opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS).

OGsu neither denied nor confirmed that he was anong the shortlisted
candi dates, again saying that it was up to the | eadership to decide
Besi de bei ng Kawang assenbl ynan, Osu has been Papar MP for nore than 15
years.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi | ast weekend
hinted that Umo was unlikely to field serving State assenbl ynen in the
parlianentary el ection.

The ot her Sabah assenbl ynen who are also MPs are forner Chief Mnister
Dat uk Salleh Tun Said (Kota Belud) and Datuk Am rkahar Tun Must apha
(Marudu), both from Umo

OGsu said in Peninsular Ml aysia, it had been accepted that one should
not be a MP and assenbl yman at the same tine.

But he agreed it would take tine for such conventions to be fully
accept abl e to Sabah.

(END)
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