15 MAR 1999
Sabah Reacti on (Penang)
OSU SUKAM | S LEADER W TH W DE EXPERI ENCE- KCH

PULAU PI NANG, March 15 (Bernanma) -- New Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Gsu
Sukamis a | eader with wi de experience at both Federal and state |evels and
thus he is ably qualified to | ead Sabah into the new m Il ennium Pul au
Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon sai d today.

Dr Koh assured the new Sabah Chief M nister that Pul au Pinang woul d
fully support and cooperate closely with his adm nistration in the
interests of the peoples of the two states.

In a statement, he expressed confidence that under the | eadership of
OCsu econom ¢ and cultural ties between Sabah and Pul au Pi nang woul d be
further strengthened.

Congratul ating Gsu on his election as Sabah Chief Mnister, Dr Koh
expressed confidence that the state would reap many benefits under the
Bari san Nasi onal .

He al so wi shed "Sel amat Berjaya" to forner Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Ber nar d Donpok who was defeated in the recent Sabah el ection

Meanwhi | e Penang DAP Chai rman Karpal Singh, who is al so Menber of
Parliament for Jelutong, said the Sabah State Constitution provided for the
victor inthe state election to nomnate six nore assenbl ynen to have a
confortable two-third majority in the assenbly.

He however acknow edged that the constitution, which provided for the
noni nati on, was the suprene lawin the state.

"However this provision went against the essence, grain and spirit of
t he denocratic process,"” he clained.

He further clained that having a two-third nmajority in the assenbly
t hrough the process of nom nated assenbl ymen was a very serious matter as a
two-third majority was required to anend the constitution which was the
suprenme lawin the state

Karpal felt only a two-third majority acquired through an el ection
ought to be the exclusive manner in which "that sacred document ought to be
anmended".

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad as the head of Barisan
Nasi onal should direct the Sabah State Assenbly to refrain frominvoking
the provision in the constitution providing for six nom nated assenbl ynen
so as not to bring disrepute to the denocratic process as universally
under st ood, he sai d.
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