17 MAR 1999
Gsu- Mahat hi r
OSU SUKAM CALLS ON PM DI SCUSSES STATE CABI NET LI NE- UP

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Sabah's new Chief M nister Datuk
OGsu Sukamtoday called on Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad here and sought
the Prime Mnister's views on the proposed |ine-up of the state Cabinet,
anong ot her things.

VWhen approached by reporters after the hour-long neeting at the Prinme
M nister's Departnent, Osu said:" W discussed state administrative issues
and | sought his advice and views."

OCsu said Dr Mahathir had left the matter of the state cabinet |ine-up
fully to the chief minister to decide.

The state cabinet |ine-up would be announced and sworn in on Saturday.

Csu, who took the oath of office as Sabah's 12th chief minister |ast
Monday, said the state cabinet |ine-up has not been finalised yet.

OGsu succeeded Tan Sri Bernard Donpok who failed to retain the Myog
seat in | ast weekend's state el ection.

On specul ation of Donpok's appointnment to the Senate, Osu said the
matter was at the discretion of the prine mnister.

"But we'll make the nobst of the experience of Sabah | eaders for the
good and future of the Sabah people and the BN governnent in Sabah.

"The (Donpok's) appointnment is secondary. What's inportant is that they
(Donpok and ot her unel ected | eaders) are willing to lend their experience
in the interest of the BN," he said.

Gsu said he would spell out his plans for Sabah after the first state
cabi net meeting next week.

However, he said, priority would be on eradicating poverty in Sabah,
which is anmong states still with a sizeable urban and rural poor
popul ati on.

"The second focus will be on rural devel opnent. Being a physically
| arge state, the question of its devel opnment nust be put first so that
racial sentinents will not be harped upon again in the com ng genera
el ection," he said.

Osu was al so asked on Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) president Datuk Joseph
Pairin Kitingan's claimthat phantomvoters had hel ped sonme BN candi dat es
towinin the recent state polls.

Gsu replied :"Al'l sorts of excuses crop up once you | ose whereas before
this he had al ready tal ked about the PBS wi nni ng.

"Don't listen to sour grapes. They can neet us again in five years
time."
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