16/ 03/ 1999

OCsu the right person to |l ead State, say |eaders

SHAH ALAM Mon. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today
said that Datuk Osu Sukam was the right choice for the post of Sabah Chief
M ni ster.

Naji b said Osu had the calibre and experience to lead and carry out his
duties besides inmplenmenting and fulfilling the prom ses made to the people
by the Bari san Nasional during the el ection canpaign

"The peopl e of Sabah have given the nmandate for Barisan Nasional to rule
the State and who coul d be nore appropriate to be the chief nminister than
OCsu who has experience as deputy chief mnister and finance mnister."

Naji b said Gsu who was the former Land and Co-operative Devel opnent
M ni ster in Peninsular Ml aysia woul d definitely know how to successfully
i npl emrent the policies of the Barisan Governnent in Sabah.

"I amconfident that Gsu will not |et down the Sabah peopl es' trust and
confidence in Barisan Nasional," he told reporters after w tnessing the
Menor andum of Under st andi ng si gni ng cerenony between Institut Teknol og
Mara and | TMaffiliated colleges with Scottish Know edge at | ntekna Resort
and Convention Centre today.

As for the rotation system Najib said the Barisan Nasional under the
| eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad woul d keep its
prom ses made to the people of Sabah.

OGsu who stood in Kawang polled 7,017 votes, a majority of 2,213 votes
defeating Datuk Ariah Tengku Ahnmad (PBS) who obtai ned 4, 804 votes,

Pengi ran O hman Rauf (Setia) (117 votes) and Mohd Kanit QOmar (Bersekut u)
(282 votes) and Sajit Singh @Patrick Singh (independent) (49 votes).

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said given Osu's wide
experience at both Federal and State | evels of Governnent, he was anply
qualified for the heavy responsibilities of being Sabah Chief M nister.

In wel com ng Osu's appoi ntnent, Koh said he had known Osu for nany years
and had devel oped a good working relationship with him

"I look forward to continue working with himin his new capacity, to
further strengthen the economic and social relations between the States of
Penang and Sabah for the benefit of people in both States,"” he said.

Koh al so pl edged to extend his full support and co-operation to Osu, as
he had with Osu's Bari san Nasional predecessors.

"I would also like to wish former Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok all the best in his endeavours. | amsure the BN will continue to
enj oy the benefits of his vast experience,” he said.

Deputy Defence M nister Datuk Dr Abdul l ah Fadzil Che Wan said Gsu's
appoi ntrent as the new Sabah Chief Mnister was appropriate as Umo had
won all the 24 seats it contested in the el ection.

"His ability in bringing success as Sabah Umo head is proof of his
experience and the w de exposure which he had gai ned as M nister and
Deputy M nister at Federal |evel."

Abdul | ah Fadzil, a former Unmo suprene council menber who is Bukit
Gant ang Menber of Parlianment, al so hoped all quarters especially the
Bari san Nasi onal conmponent parties, would give Osu full support and co-
operation to enable the coalition to bring nore devel opment to Sabahans.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, who is also State
Umo |iaison chief, expressed support for OGsu's appointnment as the new
Sabah Chi ef Mnister.

Describing it as tinmely and nost appropriate, he said Osu, who is al so



Sabah Umo |iai sion chief, had proved hinsel f.
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