23/ 02/ 1999

Gsu to neet PMto discuss sel ection of candi dates

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mon. - State Umo Liaison Committee head Datuk Osu Sukam
will neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad soon to di scuss
the selection of party candidates in the State el ections.

"As State Umo Liaison Conmttee head, | will neet Dr Mahathir who is
Umo president to discuss (the issue of) candidates that Umo will be
fielding," he told reporters after the dissolution of the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly today.

Asked how many candi dates the party hoped to field, Gsu said the matter
woul d be di scussed with other Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties.

"W do not know the exact nunber of candidates from Umo contesting the
elections. W will discuss the matter with ot her conponent nenbers and
settle the question of seat allocation soon," he said.

On whet her Umo woul d swap sonme of its current seats with other
conponents, Osu said the matter was bei ng di scussed and that seat
al I ocation woul d have to be agreed upon by all in the BN spirit.

Currently, Umo has 21 seats in the 48-nenber State Legi slative Assenbly
whi | e ot her BN conmponents have 22 seats.

The Parti Bersatu Sabah has four seats while one seat belongs to an
| ndependent candi dat e.

Meanwhi | e, State MCA chairman Datuk Chau Tet On said the party wanted to
contest three seats.

Chau, who is Api-Api Assenbl yman, said he expected to defend his seat.

He said the party proposed to field its deputy chairman Edwi n Khoo in
Karanunting and party first vice-chairman Charlie Cheng in Sri Tanjung

(Karamunting is now held by | ndependent candi date Dat uk Lau Pui Kiong
while Sri Tanjung is held by Datuk M chael Lim Yun Sang fromthe Sabah
Progressive Party).

Angkat an Keadi | an Rakyat (Akar) president Datuk Pandi kar Am n Milia said
the party was prepared to face the el ecti ons.

"W have been prepared for the past year," he said.

On the BN s chances of retaining Tenpasuk, Pandi kar, who is the
i ncunbent, said the seat could be won if the party continued to renmain
uni t ed.

Pandi kar, however, declined comment on seat allocation and the question
of candi dacy.

State BN secretary Datuk Kari m Bujang said the BN was prepared to face
the el ecti ons.

He said there was cl ose co-operation anpong t he ni ne BN conponent
parti es. He added that the conponents shoul d concentrate on strengthening
the coalition.

State Legislative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Hassan Al ban Sandukong said the
el ection could be held before the first batch of pilgrins | eave the State
for Mecca to performthe Haj on March 17.
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