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OsU: TIME TO FULFI L PECPLE S TRUST

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA KI NABALU, June 24 (Bernama) -- G ven a choice, Sabah Chief
M ni ster Datuk Osu Sukam woul d prefer to focus on devel oping the state
wi t hout bei ng sidetracked by political issues.

After being given the nmandate by the people in the recent Sabah state
eletion, it is nowtine to fulfil the prom ses nade.

OGsu, who will conmplete his 100 days in office as Chief Mnister
tomorrow, said it is time to work and fulfil the trust the people placed in
the Barisan Nasional (BN) in returning it to power in the state.

One hundred days is too short atinme to see results and for Gsu, it is
nore i mportant to have laid the foundations in the state governnent's noves
to eradicate poverty, stinulate econonmic growh, develop the infrastructure
and strengthen the state's financial position.

"l have inpressed upon the State Cabi net of our heavy responsibilities
and that each one of us need to fulfil our responsibility," he said in an
intervieww th the nmedia here.

OCsu, who grew up in a kanpung in the Kawang area in Papar district,
some 60km from here, understands the expectations of the people in the
interior of Sabah

More than a year ago when he joined the State Cabi net as Deputy Chief
M ni ster and Fi nance M nister, Osu announced at a press conference that
poverty eradication and devel opnent of rural areas were his priorities.

Now as head of the state governnment, Osu said, "reviving economc
growth after being affected by the economic crisis is one of the main
neasures to overcone poverty".

To prepare Sabah for the new mllennium new fields such as information
technol ogy, science, food industry, entrepreneurship and consuner affairs
are brought under the purview of State Mnistries.

Still, Gsu could not escape fromhaving to face political realism

The gami ng outlets issue in Sabah, for exanple, suddenly turned
political although it was initially a social one.

OGsu was adept in tackling political issues too when he enphasi sed that
"reduci ng the nunber of gaming premi ses and draws is a state governnent
policy and we will see to it that it is inplenmented".

It is no mnor challenge for Csu to |lead a coalition of nine politica
parties in Sabah while at the sane tinme having to parry "assaults" by the
opposition and attend to other problens "inherited" since the state
achi eved i ndependence through Mal aysia in 1963.

The Chief Mnister also has to contend with problens in the state such
as a lack of infrastructure facilities and the presence of a hi gh nunber of
i mm grants.

"Financi ally, we cannot do much as we do not have sizeabl e reserves and
that is why we depend on the Federal governnment for assistance," he said.

The Federal governnent provided the state with a soft | oan of RV230
mllionin April while an allocation of RM2.943 billion was approved for
devel opnent projects in the state under the Seventh Mal aysia Plan's
md-termrevi ew.

"l believe we woul d achi eve encouraging results with all the steps that
we have taken coupled with the cl ose cooperation that we have with the
Federal governnent," he said.

The rotation systemof the Sabah Chief Mnister's post indirectly
hastened Gsu's pronoti on.



Gsu, representing Muslimbum puteras under the rotation system
replaced Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, representing non-Mislim bumni puteras, who

lost in Moyog in the recent state el ection although he still had nore than
a year to go of his termin the post.
Gsu still has 18 nonths to go as Chief Mnister and political observers

said during this period, the question as to whether the systemwoul d be
retai ned or otherw se, woul d be answered.

During this period too, Osu, as Sabah BN chairman, has the nission of
wi nning Parliamentary seats in Sabah for the BN in the com ng general
el ection.

That mission has been outlined by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hinself after the BN won in the Sabah state el ection in Mrch.

"Datuk Osu is appointed Chief Mnister as the BN believes the state
governnent should be |l ed by Umo to face the upcom ng general election,"”
said Dr Mahathir.

Csu, the Sabah Umo |iaison comittee chairman, had proven his nettle
by leading Umo to victory in all the 24 seats it contested in the recent
Sabah state el ection.

In the 1995 general election, the BN won 12 out of the 20 Parlianmentary
seats in Sabah but this has now becone 14 followi ng the noves by Marudu MP
Dat uk Am rkahar Tun Mustapha in joining the BN two years ago and that of
Penanpang MP Paul Nointien recently.

"The BN is expected to have an easier path in Sabah in the com ng
general election based on results of the recent state election and this
will be a plus point for OGsu," said a political observer.

The BN's nmain foe in Sabah is the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS). PBS
presi dent Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan recently said he preferred to fight
al one instead of joining forces with the opposition pact of PAS, Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal, DAP and PRM

OGsu' s nessage to the opposition fond of criticising every governnment
decision is "step forward and present constructive ideas".
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