12/ 06/ 1999

Qur views are being accepted, says Dr Mahathir

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - Umo today does not only |l ead the Ml aysian voi ce, but
al so speaks for the betterment of the region and the world, Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d.

He said there were many shortconings in the world order, but had been
i gnored by the powerful countries to safeguard their own interests.

"Mal aysia's views which were initially rejected have now shown their
rational e, thus the acceptance by many countries.

"These include the economc system the fate of the oppressed Misli s,
viol ation of human rights, denbcracy and foreign interference in domestic
affairs," he added.

Dr Mahathir said this in his nmessage in the souvenir programme to the
t wo- day Johor Umo Convention in Batu Pahat begi nning tonorrow, which wll
be opened by his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

"The question is, are we ready to destroy and hand over sovereignty to
the foreigners and those who are irresponsible."

Stressing the need for unity in Umo, he said: "Let us together protect
the sovereignty and powers for the good of all," he said,

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the struggle for Islam in all aspects.

"It is not easy to have education, banking and i nsurance systens which
are conprehensive and efficient and i npl enented the Islamc way. But we
have i npl enent ed t hese.

"The Islamic world is also keen to learn fromus. In stages, we are al so
introducing the Islamc | egal system”

In his nmessage, Abdull ah said the support fromand solidarity anong
Mal aysi ans had enabl ed devel opnent progranmes to be successfully
i mpl enent ed.

He said this unity was today once again tested, and the econony was
under attack by outside parties who were not happy with the country's
achi evenent.

"Political stability is also threatened. Once nore our intelligence and
patience are tested. Only our preparation to defend and to continue to
strengthen our unity can ensure our continuing sovereignty."

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, who is Johor Umo Liai son
Conmi ttee chairman, said the convention would be an avenue for
brainstormng to strengthen party solidarity.

"It is a platformfor enhancing our comrtnment to Umo's struggle and to
make this relevant with the tines."
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