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Over 800, 000 sign up for walk to give Asian Ganes bid a boost

A. Devar aj

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - More than 800,000 participants have registered for
the "Wal k for Nation" next nonth in support of Malaysia's bid to host the
Asi an Ganes in 2006, said Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Loke Yuen
Yow.

Loke said he expected the nunmber to increase dramatically in the next
two weeks as students and government enpl oyees were expected to sign up

"W are confident of attracting nmore than two million for the event to
be held in 40 towns and cities. The nore the nunber who sign up, the
better.

"I't will be the people's nessage to the A ynpic Council of Asia which
wi || decide the host country at the end of next year."

He said this after accepting MBA Life Assurance Bhd's contribution of
regi stration cards and enrol nent forns for the event.

He added that Mal aysia had proved that it was capabl e of organising a
maj or sports event when it successfully hosted the Commonweal t h Ganes | ast
year.

The "Walk for Nation" will be held in 291 l|ocations all over the country
and di stances vary fromtwo kilonetres to four kilonetres at national
state and district |evels.

At the national level, the site will be Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad is expected to | ead the wal k.

On the bidding for the Ganes, Loke said that around RM2 nmillion had
al ready been spent. "I think we have a very strong chance of wi nning the
bi d based on our success in hosting the recent Petronas Ml aysi an G and
Prix."

Mal aysi a has never hosted the Asian Ganmes and will be chall enged by
rivals Hong Kong, Qatar, India, Uzbekistan and Syria for the right to host
the Games.

Those who are interested in the wal k can access ww. sports. com jal an and
www. gov. ny/ j al an
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