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Adnan- Umo
PAHANG SAYS UMNO STI LL NEEDS MAHATHI R S LEADERSH P

KUANTAN, Dec 29 (Bernama) -- Pahang Umo said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad shoul d continue to | ead Umo as party president.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, who is state Umo information
chief, said the question of Dr Mahathir defending the Umo presidency in
the com ng party elections did not arise.

Besi des being still physically fit, Dr Mahathir was always full of
i deas, Adnan sai d when approached by reporters after attendi ng today's
sitting of the State Legislative Assenbly here.

"A common predicanent is that a | eader may be past his peak and runs
out ideas but in Dr Mahathir's case he is still active and has sound
i deas," said Adnan, who is al so Bentong Umo di vi sion chief.

When intervi ewed by Radi o and Tel evi sion Mal aysia in Putrajaya
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said he woul d defend the Umo presidency if
re-nomnated to party top post for next year's party el ections.

Dr Mahathir was returned unopposed to the Umo presidency in successive
party el ections since after 1987.

In MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustamsaid the state
Umo woul d propose that there should be no contest for the Umo presidency
in the upconing party el ections.

"We' Il propose there should be no contest...its vital that the prine
mnister is returned ( as party president) unopposed,"” he told reporters
after chairing the weekly state executive council neeting.

In wel conming Dr Mahathir's announcenent that he woul d defend t he post
if re-nom nated, Mohanmed Ali said: "W want Dr Mahathir to continue serving
the party and country."

Mohaned Ali is an Umo Suprene Council nenber and deputy chairman of
t he Mel aka Umo |iaison commttee.

He expressed hope that in the upcom ng party el ections there would al so
be no contest for the Umo deputy president's post which is vacant
followi ng the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe party in
Sept enber 1998.
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