02/ 10/ 1999

Pas, DAP support Asean lead role in East Tinor

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Pas today supported the call by Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad for Asean to take the | ead i n peacekeepi ng operations in East
Ti nor .

"It is better for the peacekeeping duty to be assunmed by our own kin
rat her than unrel ated persons,” Pas consultative council head Datuk N k
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said at the State Pas headquarters.

Ni kK Azi z was asked about the Prime Mnister's statenent that Australia
shoul d reduce the size of its forces and be |less belligerent in securing
peace i n East Tinor.

Dr Mahathir said this at a Press conference at the United Nations in New
Yor k on Wednesday.

Ni k Aziz said problens in this region shoul d be resol ved by Asean- nenber
countri es.

"They (Australians) do not |ook like Asians and their country is not
part of Asia and, perhaps, they | ook down on Asians."

In Mal acca, State Umo treasurer Datuk Wra Abu Seman Yusof said
Australian Prime M nister John Howard shoul d not have rebutted Dr
Mahat hir's cl ai ms as untrue.

"I amsure he al so watches the Cabl e News Network. | saw on CNN days ago
Australian troops pointing guns at several men they suspected as being
pro-Jakarta. This proves our PMs clains."

In Kual a Lunpur, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang while supporting Dr
Mahathir's calls for Asean to take the |l ead i n peacekeeping efforts, also
supported Howard's statenent that Ml aysia nmust be prepared to provide
nmore troops to the multinational force.

"Asean has failed itself, Indonesia and East Tinor in not convening an
energency neeting to discuss a lead role for Asean in the East Tinor
peacekeeping,” Limsaid in Press statenment.

"If Asean is serious in wanting to take the lead in the internationa
force in East Tinor, and it ought to, it nmust collectively contribute the
nmost nunber of troops conpared to any other single nation."
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