14/ 01/ 1999

Pak Lah to head rural devel opment special task force

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today decided to set up a Special Task
Force on Rural Devel opnent to better address problens in the rural areas,
especially the quality of life of rural folk

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa said the task force will be
chaired by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw .

He said the task force, which will be part of the Cabinet Committee on
Rural Devel opment, will consist of various mnistries and agenci es.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will announce the menbers
of the task force soon."

Annuar sai d problens or progress related to the inplenmentation of rura
devel oprment such as poverty eradication and infrastructure projects are
anong matters which will be tackled by the task force and reported to the
Cabi net .

Speaking to reporters after a meeting with mnistry officials today, he
said the formation of the special task force was a positive devel opnent to
better tackle problens in the rural areas.

He said it was also tinely as the mnistry was handling nore rura
projects this year.

"In-line with the Governnment's effort to pronote a people-friendly
administration, the mnistry will work together with the task force to
overcone problens faced in such areas."
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