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Abdul | ah- post
PAK LAH SAYS HE | S NOT | N HURRY TO ASSUME HI GHEST PCST

BANGI, May 4 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi today said he is in no hurry to assune Ml aysia's prem ership
because di scharging his present duties is nore inportant.

He said he was happy carrying out the tasks and responsibilities
entrusted upon him

"I amin no hurry to assume the highest post. That is up to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, " he said when approached by
reporters whether he was ready to assune the role of prime mnister.

He said this after closing the two-day District Oficers Conference,
her e.

Last Sunday Dr Mahathir told reporters in Alor Setar that he woul d hand
over the prem ership to his deputy after the next general election when
Abdul | ah is ready.

Abdul | ah, who assuned his post |ast January, said he was proud to serve
under Dr Mahat hir whom he descri bed as a good, dedicated and hard worKki ng
| eader who was sonetines ni sunderstood by "those who do not understand his
ways of doing things."

Abdul I ah, who is also carrying out the duties of the Umo deputy
president, was appointed Deputy Prinme Mnister to replace Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwho was sacked fromthe Cabi net and Umo | ast Sept enber.

On April 14, Anwar, 51, was sentenced to six years' jail by the Kual a
Lunpur High Court after he was found guilty of four counts of corrupt
practice involving abuse of power.

Abdul | ah said: "To nme, who works with and is close to him(Dr
Mahat hir), and is involved in many neetings and di scussions on the country,
especially econom ¢ recovery efforts, he is very conmtted to the success
of all these efforts.”

Abdul | ah, who is also Hone M nister, said he was happy to be able to do
a lot of work because it gave himan opportunity to contribute to the
country's progress.

"I like to work hard ... thereis alot to do. In front of me there are
stacks of work files that nmust be seen, read and cleared.”

He said apart fromoffice work he also had to visit many pl aces |ike
districts to check on the inplenmentation of projects.

Abdul | ah said he wanted to be a deputy prinme mnister that was
efficient in his work because that was the duty entrusted upon him

"Even previously when | was a minister, | wanted to be an efficient one
and this is ny style," he said.

Abdul | ah said as the Deputy Prinme Mnister he did not have any ot her
vision than to help realise the Vision 2020 that was the brainchild of Dr
Mahat hir and whi ch has been accepted by the peopl e.

"To me there is no need for any other vision because the inportant
thing is to create an efficient, dynam c and corruption-free
adm nistration, and this is vital to produce a devel oped country with
prosperous peopl e, " he said.

Abdul | ah said he would make visits to the districts as soon as possible
to assess the status of projects.

"If there are problens we will try to settle themso that the projects
can be inplenented according to schedul e,” he said.

In his speech, he urged all district officers to follow the manual on
wor k procedures and desk files that the governnment introduced to increase



efficiency in work inplenentation.

He said the procedure nmanual was still relevant in the inplenentation
of work although it might now be different in terns of inplenentation of
the types of projects.

He was concerned that the manual m ght be neglected or forgotten
because the generation under which it was introduced had retired or noved
to hi gher posts.

"I told themthat if there are problens with the work procedure manual
it can be revised and stream ined,"” he said.
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