19 OCT 1999
Syed Hami d- Pal esti ne
PALESTI NE SEES UNOFFI Cl AL MEETI NG FURTHERI NG | TS CAUSE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernanmm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hamid
Al bar said his unofficial neeting with the Israeli Foreign Mnister |ast
month was vi ewed by Pal estine as a nove which could help further the
Pal esti ni an cause.

Syed Hanid said he was told this by Pal estine Local Governnent M nister
Dr Saeb Erilat, the main Pal estinian peace negotiator with Israel, who
acconpani ed President Yasser Arafat on a short visit to Malaysia two days
ago.

He said Erilat considered the unofficial neeting with David Levy at the
United Nations CGeneral Assenbly in New York | ast nonth as benefitting the
Pal esti ni an cause.

"Erilat said it was good that as Foreign M nister and Mal aysia being a
non- per manent nenber of the UN Security Council that | voiced Ml aysia's
views on the peace process in the Mddle East directly.

"This allowed Israel to know that not only does Pal estine has the
strong support of certain countries but that Israel was told too of the
position of countries supporting Pal estine on the peace process," he said
after a neeting with German M nister of State of the Federal Foreign Ofice
Dr Ludger Vol mer here today.

Syed Hami d said Pal esti ne was aware and had been inforned of his
meeting with Levy, which had been opposed by certain groups in Ml aysia.

He again reiterated that Malaysia's policy of not establishing
diplomatic relations with Israel as long as the Pal estinian i ssue and
overall peace in Wst Asia are not settled has not changed.

"We do not have to hide any rel ationship and change our position. Qur
position remains the sane and the peopl e should not doubt our position. W
do not change our position by nerely talking," he said.

On bilateral tal ks between Arafat and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Syed Hamid said Arafat repeated his commitnent to the
on- goi ng West Asi a peace process.

"Arafat infornmed of the many matters still hanpering the peace process
but he al so believed that Pal estine, together with the | ands prom sed, will
be an i ndependent country in the end,"” he said.

Mal aysia was the first Asean country to recogni se Pal estine and to
establish diplomatic rel ati ons.
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