20 MAY 1999

PANDI KAR AM N, SHAFI E THANK PRI ME M NI STER

KOTA KI NABALU, May 20 (Bernama) -- President of the Angkatan Keadil an
Rakyat (Akar) Datuk Pandi kar Amin Haji Milia who was today naned M ni ster
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment in a minor Cabinet reshuffle has pl edged
to serve to the best of his abilities.

Pandi kar Amin said he was indebted to the Prine Mnister for appointing
himto the Federal Cabinet even though he was president only of a snall
party in the Barisan Nasional .

"I will strive to discharge ny duties to the best of ny abilities," he
sai d when cont act ed.

Pandi kar Amin would be sworn in as a Senator on Mnday to enable himto
take up the Cabi net post vacated by Datuk Chong Kah Kiat who resigned to
contest in the Sabah state el ection in March.

He said the appoi ntmrent showed that Dr Mahathir val ued the
contributions of all BN conponent parties irrespective of their size.

Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk Shafie Apdal who has been naned
Deputy Housi ng and Local Governnment M nister al so thanked the Prine
M ni ster.

He al so pledged to carry out his new duties well.
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