18 MAY 1999
Zahar ah- Lawyer s
PANEL OF WANI TA UMNO LAWYERS TO HANDLE SYARI AH CASES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 19 (Bernama) -- Wanita Umo will set up a panel of
| awyers conprising its nmenbers to represent wonen in Syariah Court cases,
its chief, Datuk Siti Zaharah Sul ai man, said today.

She said that the novenent felt conpelled to provide assistance due to
a | arge nunber of cases involving wonen in the Syariah Court.

Assi stance woul d be given to wonen especially in dealing with donestic
probl ens and where their cases had been unduly del ayed, she said.

Speaking to reporters after a neeting of state Wanita Umo | eaders at
the Umo headquarters here, she said that the | awers were bei ng sel ected
and an announcenent woul d be nade early next nmonth

The panel of Wanita Umo | awers was set up in addition to the existing
legal clinic providing | egal services at a mninumrate to wonen facing
probl ens, said Siti Zaharah, who is Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent .

She said that discussions would be held with representatives of
non- gover nrent al or gani sati ons handl i ng wonen' s cases, the Syariah Court,
Pusat Islamand rel ated bodies to obtain input in dealing with cases to be
handl ed.

"Wt also plan to hold a special session with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad in July with the sane purpose,” she said.

Siti Zaharah said that the novenent would use its special position to
act as a pressure group to ensure justice for wonen.
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