03/ 05/ 1999

PM | won't run away from Kubang Pasu constituency

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he
woul d contest in his own constituency of Kubang Pasu in the next genera
el ection and woul d not "run away" el sewhere as specul ated by the

Opposi tion.

"I will remain here (Kubang Pasu) and will not run away. The peopl e
still support ne and want nme here. So, | will remain here,"” he said.

He was asked whet her he woul d | eave Kubang Pasu to contest el sewhere.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been Kubang Pasu MP since 1974, had been runoured
to stand as candidate in a nunber of other places, including Lunmut and
Langkawi .

On his visit to Kubang Pasu, Dr Mahathir said he had returned two days
ago to listen to problens faced by his constituents and to open t he Kubang
Pasu Umo del egates' neeting yesterday.

He said he found that those who had been in Umo for a long tinme did not
regard the Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi missue as sonething big.

Only a small nunber were influenced by the Opposition's allegations.

Asked to el aborate on his statenment yesterday that a crony of a nationa
| eader had anassed wealth of nbre than RM30 mllion, the Prine Mnister
said the Anwar's crony was involved in the plot during the Umo genera
assenbly | ast year.

"I cannot nane him... all | can say is that he is just the chairman of
a few conmpanies. He is not even that good in business.

"He is a former high-ranking Umo | eader who was very close to Anwar who
used himto accuse ne with all sorts of things ... to make me unpopul ar,"
Dr Mahathir told a Press conference at the Sultan Abdul Halimairport in
Kepal a Batas at the end of his three-day visit to Kedah.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir had said said a former Unmo | eader had mi sused
his position and hel ped his crony amass weal t h.

He said he knew many of Anwar's cronies who had a | ot of nobney because
Umo | eaders were required to declare their assets to the Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahat hir said he had once questioned Anwar how an i ndivi dual who did
not have so much noney previously could anass RV230 million.

However, he said, Anwar reacted as though he was surprised.

Dr Mahathir did not discount the possibility of some of them having
stashed weal t h overseas.

He said Anwar had forced some conpanies to hire his cronies and pay them
exorbitant salaries. Gting an exanple, he said Anwar forced the New
Straits Tinmes Press to hire his forner speechwiter Dr Minawar Anees.

"W know anot her of Anwar's speechwiter was on the payroll of a
conpany, | was told the conpany was forced to hire the speechwiter..."

( END)
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