21 JUN 1999
Naj i b- School s
PAPER ON SEKOLAH AGAMA RAKYAT FOR CABI NET

PETALI NG JAYA, June 21 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry will submt
to the Cabi net soon a working paper on taking over the running of al
Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (private religious schools) in the country.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has agreed in principle to the proposal for the
Education Mnistry to take over adm nistration of the school s.

"Such schools are in a weak state, with inadequate facilities and nost
of the teachers are without qualifications," he said after |aunching the
Uni versiti Tun Abdul Razak (Unitar) "University On Air" progranmme here
t oday.

He said the teachers were low y-paid and this was part of the reason
why the schools failed to engage qualified teachers.

Najib said the financial inplications of taking over the running of the
school s had been di scussed with the Finance Mnistry.

When taken over, the mnistry will send qualified teachers to such
schools and its curriculumstreamined with that of the nationa
curricul um

"The students will follow the national curriculumapart from being
given religious | essons as wished for by their parents," he said.

Naji b said the Education Mnistry is enpowered to take over the running
of the school s under the Education Act.

On its inmplenentation, he said it would take sonme tinme as the proposa
i nvol ved additional postings and all ocati ons.

He said students in such schools were being exploited by opposition
parties and influenced into harbouring hatred for the governnment and
nati onal | eadershi p.

"When these schools are brought into the nainstream we will ensure
that the students are no | onger exploited by any group," he said.

Speaking earlier in |aunching the Unitar programme, Najib said for
Mal aysia to achi eve advanced nation status, it needs to have a |l evel of 40
percent of its popul ati on havi ng obtai ned hi gher educati on.

He said the present |level of 14 percent was still the highest |evel
achi eved anong devel opi ng countri es.
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