28/ 06/ 1999

PM Spratly islands facilities are within our EEZ

LANGKAW, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
def ended the building of research facilities on two reefs outside the
di sputed Spratly islands, saying the construction took place in the
Mal aysi an Excl usi ve Economi ¢ zone.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had the right to build the facilities on the
Si put and Peni nj au reefs.

Commenti ng on the di plomatic protest by the Philippines over the
building of the facilities on the reefs, which are al so being cl ai ned by
that country, he said:

"We carried out the work for scientific studies on fisheries and the
deep sea within our zone and not beyond it.

"Mal aysia has the right to put up the structures for its own interests
as we want to know the situation, including the climatic conditions
there."

Asked whether the structures were being built for future exploitation of
m nerals, Dr Mahathir said this was not so.

He said as the surrounding waters were sone 606 netres deep the anchors
of ships could not reach the seabed.

"The ships can only berth in the | agoons of the reefs and that is why we
decided to put up the facilities."

The Prime Mnister said if Ml aysia did not put up the structures,
ot hers woul d do so.

"Al ready others have taken over areas within our zone |ike the Commodore
Reef which is occupied by the Philippines and we do not question this.

"It is the sane with Anboyna Cay and "~ Terunbu Perahu' which are occupied
by Vietnam W have never questioned this and others should al so not
question what we do on our islands,” he said after |aunching the "Mke It
Langkawi " joint marketing programe and Langkawi Travel Mart organi sed by
Mal aysia Airlines and the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority.

On whet her the issue could cause diplomatic tension, Dr Mahathir said he
did not foresee such a situation unless the Philippines took aggressive
action.

He added that by right Ml aysia should have questi oned the occupati on of
Commodor e Reef by the Philippines a |long tinme ago.

"But, we never questioned this and their earlier clainms to Sabah."

( END)
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