29/ 07/ 1999
110 confirmparticipation in three-day Franchise Asia '99

Kamar ul Yunus
W TH nore than two nmonths to go before the start of Franchi se Asia 1999,
t he organi sers of this three-day exhibition and conference have al ready
managed to receive confirmation from110 partici pants, occupying nore than
91.5 per cent of the avail abl e exhibition space.
Descri bing this as a success, Deputy Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister
Dat uk 1dris Jusoh said the organisers are offering a total of 1,300 sqg m
of exhi bition space to participants of Franchi se Asia, formerly known as
t he Mal aysi an Franchi se Exhi biti on and Conf erence (Maf ec) hel d since 1995.
"Atotal of 700 sq mof exhibition space were offered during the
exposition | ast year, which was then called Mafec," he told reporters
after receiving a menorandum of understandi ng fromsone 30 confirned
partici pants of the exhibition in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.
Franchi se Asi a 1999 exposition and conference i s bei ng organi sed by the
M ni stry and Mal aysi an Franchi se Associ ati on.
Idris said the event, which is schedul ed for October 15-17 has al so
attracted a total of 37 foreign exhibitors.
"This is very encouraging fromthe fact that they were |l ess than 20
foreign exhibitors at the then Mafec 1998. So far, 48 locals and 25
supporting institutions, besides the foreigners have indicated their
intention to take part in the exposition.
"Wth the event only schedul ed to start nore than two nont hs fromnow,
we are expecting a total of 130 participants to take part in Franchise
Asia 1999," he said.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i s expected to officiate
t he exposition and deliver a keynote address entitled "Exploring
Opportunities in The Enmergi ng Markets", at the conference.
Idris said the organi sers expect 23 key experts and i ndustry | eaders to
speak at the conference
They i ncl ude European Franchi se Federati on presi dent Manfred Maus,
British Franchi se Associ ati on executive director Brian Smart and
I nternational Franchise Associ ation president Don Debolt.
Local speakers will include Franchi se Technol ogy Sdn Bhd managi ng
di rector Siew Pak Kheong, Credit Guarantee Corp Bhd chief executive
of fi cer Wan Azahar Wan Ahnmad, and Per badanan Nasi onal Bhd chi ef executive
of ficer Mat Hassan Esa.
A charity golf tournament will kick off the Franchise Asia's week on
Cct ober 12 which offers a brand new Prot on Perdana V6 sponsored by Edaran
O ormobi | Nasional Bhd as the grand pri ze.
This will be foll owed by the Asia Pacific Franchi se Confederation on
Cct ober 13, which will see the adni ssion of four new menbers in the eight-
menber groupi ng.
The four new menbers of the Asia Pacific Franchi se Confederation are
Brunei, South Korea, Taiwan and Thail and, whil e the existing eight-nenber
countries are Australia, New Zeal and, the Phili ppi nes, Hong Kong,
Si ngapore, Ml aysi a, | ndonesia and Japan.
Besi des the two maj or events, the Worl d Franchi se Council (WFC) neeti ng
will also be held on Cctober 14. WFC consi sts of 34-menber countries
franchi se associ ations and i s expected to deliberate i nportant issues
related to the industry.
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