14/ 11/ 1999
Parties step up a gear (HL)

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Political |eaders worked late into the night
finalising their candidate |line-ups, thrashing out |ast-mnute details and
el ection strategies before hitting the canpaign trail.

Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi onal chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad net the Kel antan Umo Liai son Conmittee here tonight to fine-tune
the gane plan to west the State from Pas

Wth the return of Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46 former president Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah to Umo and his appointnent as State liaison conmttee
chai rman, political analysts believe the party now has the best chance to
regain control of the State which it lost in 1990.

Not to be left out, Alternative Front coalition | eaders net behind
cl osed doors for al nost the whole day at a hotel here to discuss
strategi es and "out standing i ssues."

The neeting was attended by 100 | eaders from Pas, DAP, Keadilan and
Parti Rakyat Ml aysia. They included all party presidents and deputi es,

vi ce-presidents, supreme council menbers and State |iaison conmittee
| eaders.

On Monday, the BN s el ection nmachinery will nove into higher gear with
Dr Mahat hir meeting conponent party |l eaders to finalise the |ist of
candi dat es.

First to neet Dr Mahathir will be Umo State |iaison comittee heads who

will individually submt their choice of candidates. It is learnt the
meetings with the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters will continue until
Tuesday.

There are likely to be surprises in the line-up, with talk of
i nteresting noves involving several Menteris Besar and Cabi net M nisters
fromUmo. Many new faces will also be contesting, the injection of new
bl ood providing fresh inpetus towards the party's struggle into the new
m |l enni um

Dr Mahathir will then neet BN conponent party |eaders to conplete the
list of candidates for the Nov 29 polls. Nomination is fixed for Nov 20.

Consul tations with BN parties are expected to continue until Friday,
after which Dr Mahathir will leave for Alor Star for Saturday's nom nation
day.

Dr Mahathir's public engagenents for next week have been reschedul ed
Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir will address Youth and Wanita nenbers at a gathering
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre on the role they have to play in the
el ection.

Umo Youth acting chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said Dr
Mahat hir's nessage was expected to ignite and reaffirmthe conm tnent and
nmoti vati on of nenbers fromboth noverments in ensuring a sound victory for
t he Bari san Nasi onal .

Dr Mahathir had earlier said the allocation of seats anbng the conponent
parties would not differ nuch fromthe | ast general election. However,
there are expected to be sone swappi ng of seats. Hence, it is interesting
to see whether PPP will be alloted any seats this tine. Its president
Datuk M Kayveas said the party would give its undivided support to BN
regardl ess of whether it would be contesting or not.

At stake in the general election are 193 parlianmentary and 394 State
seats (excluding Sabah and Sarawak).

( END)






	Parties step up a gear (HL) (NST 14/11/1999)

