06/ 11/ 1999
PM No partisan politics (HL)

Azr ani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The country and its people will ultimately suffer if
adm ni strative and di plomatic officers practise partisan politics and | ack
professionalism Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d

He said the separation frompartisan politics was inportant to ensure
that the Government's policies and projects which were for the people's
benefit were i nplenented and not "thwarted" by personal beliefs.

Dr Mahathir said if this happened, the Governnent would lose its
ef fectiveness since there would al ways be elenents in the adm nistration
that would try to bring down the Governnent of the day.

"The Government nmachinery will be ineffective no matter which party
rules. The victins will be the country and the people,"” he said at the
Adm ni strative and Di plomatic Servi ces Associ ation dinner at the Pal ace of
t he Gol den Horses toni ght.

He said when the country's devel opment efforts were hindered, the
of ficers would al so feel the effects.

"That is the reason why adm nistrative professionalismis inportant for
whoever forns the Governnment - the administration nust inplenent al
programes and policies of the Governnent.

"Personal opinions on politics cannot be taken into account or influence
the i npl enentati on of Governnent decisions."”

Fortunately, Dr Mahathir said, the country's adm nistrative officers
were aware that if there were those anong t hem who were active
participants in pronoting the Qoposition, the sane could happen if the
Qpposition were in power.

Dr Mahathir al so stressed that the country's devel opnment success was
testinony to the Mal aysi an administrative officers' professionalismover
t he years.

"Even if there are those who are not professional, their nunbers are
small. | believe adm nistrators in Malaysia will continue to remain
prof essional for the sake of the country and its people.”

Dr Mahathir al so stressed that the country's adm ninistrative machi nery
had a duty to remain focused on fulfilling the needs of the people.

This, he said, could not have been achieved if the civil servants were
weak or had indulged in partisan politics.

He added that the country's admi nistrative machinery had al so evol ved
fromits early adaptation of the British civil service nodel which | acked
"cl oseness” to the people and was "elitist” in nature.

"This foundation was not suitable for a country that practised denocracy
where the peopl e rul ed over the Governnent."

He said the British nodel al so created opportunities for bias and
di scrimnation where officers had the power to pronote their favourite
peopl e and bring down those they disliked.

"To fulfil the demands of the people, the elitist British administrative
systemcan no | onger be used."

Dr Mahathir also paid tribute to the adninistrative and diplomatic
of ficers who did not create probl ens when the Governnent was grappling
with the recent economc crisis.

"Al though their pay was not as nuch as before, sone of their allowances
wer e stopped, although no bonus was paid and no pay revision was done,
civil servants at all levels did not make unnecessary demands and even
wel coned the cost cutting neasures by the Governnent."



He added that due to this support, the Governnent was able to create its
own nethods in overcomng the crisis.

Dr Mahathir added as the country was novi ng towards recovery, the
Governnent would not only reinstate the all owances and benefits of the
of ficers which were taken away but al so i nprove their purchasing power.
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