21/ 06/ 1999

Party faces big responsibility to ensure well-being of Ml ays

UWMNO nenbers have a big responsibility to serve the Mal ays who will not be
able to enjoy high living standard w thout the party.

Johor representative Abu Bakar |brahimsaid Umo had uplifted the
people's living standard, with sone earning respect at internationa
| evel

Therefore, the Mal ays nust not | ose sight of the party struggle, but to
remai n uni ted under Umo for continued devel opnent and prosperity.

He said if Umo lost its power, the Ml ays woul d becone weak and
inferior as it would not be able serve the people effectively.

"Umo nust rermain in power to ensure that the future of the Malays is
protected," he said when debating the econom ¢ and educati on resol ution

He said under the | eadership of party president and Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, Mal aysia's economy had i nproved after having
gone t hrough sone probl ens.

For instance, the exchange control neasures inposed by Ml aysia had a
positive inpact on the econony.

"There has been a decline in interest rates since the inposition of
exchange controls and this has resulted in an astonishing turnaround to
the country's econony."

Mal aysia's financial restructuring is ahead of schedule, as a result of
a credible franework put in place by the National Econom ¢ Action Council

There were many optim stic forecast about the growi ng health of the
Mal aysi an econony, he sai d.

"This shows the Governnment under Dr Mahathir's | eadership is controlling
the situation and that its policies to deal with econoni c problens are
apropriate for the nation."

He rem nded nenbers that the road to econonic recovery could be I ong and
uneven. If the leaders failed to bring back the econony to its previous
| evel, the people, especially those at the grassroots, would bl ane t hem
for this.

This situation could | essen the people's support for the party and the
Bari san Nasi onal CGovernmnent.

Abu Bakar said Umo nenbers nust elimnate "dark horses” within the
party and nanmed Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim fornmer Deputy Prine Mnister and
Finance M nister, as a traitor for introducing neasures which had an
adverse effect on the lives of the people.
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