25/ 12/ 1999
Party | eaders can resol ve probl ens

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

SEREMBAN, Fri. - Serenban Umo division chief and Lenggeng Assenbl yman
Datuk Ishak Ismail said today the national party | eadership was capabl e of
resol ving problens affecting Umo divisions in the State.

He said the Umo | eadership was well versed with issues arising fromthe
controversial re-appointment of fornmer State Executive Councillor Datuk
Waad Mansor and the sel ection of candidates for the Nov 29 general
el ection.

"The party | eadership is capable of handling the i ssues and solving the
problens within the State Umo," he said after the swearing-in of State
Assenbl ynmen at the State Legislative Assenbly.

| shak was asked to comment on a call by Jel ebu Umo division chief Yunus
Rahmat for Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohanad | sa Abdul Samad to explain the
reason behind the re-appoi ntrent of Waad as an Exco nenber on Dec 13 and
hi s subsequent resignation five days later.

Mohamad |sa had earlier declined to conment on the statenent by Yunus.

I shak had caused a stir when he wal ked out of the swearing-in cerenony
of the Menteri Besar and State Exco nenbers at |stana Besar Seri Menanti,
Kual a Pil ah when Waad was called to take his oath.

Yunus, who is forner Jel ebu Menber of Parlianent, said the controversy
surroundi ng Waad' s reappoi nt rent had been questi oned not only by Umo
menbers and | eaders but al so the public.

In a statenment issued yesterday, Yunus had said Mhamad |sa's
expl anation woul d help clear the controversy and assure the public that
the formation of the State Exco was not ained at serving the interest of
any particul ar person.

In supporting the call by Yunus, Ishak said Umo nenbers and the public
had al so questi oned Waad' s candi dacy in the general election.

"There were Assenblymen with clean track records and no cases in court
bei ng dropped fromthe general election while Waad who had two corruption
cases pendi ng was consi dered, " he said.

Furthernore, he said, the Anti-Corruption Agency had also filed an
appeal agai nst Waad's acquittal in the Serenmban H gh Court on three counts
of corruption | ast Cctober.

I shak said the party | eadership could have been m sled over the matter
thus an expl anation over these controversi es was necessary.

On clainms that he had not used party channels to solve party probl ens,
he said he had wanted to convey the nmatter to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n Langkawi recently.

"However, | was unable to do so although | nmanaged to shake hands with
himat the airport as he was very busy with the LI MA (Langkaw
International Maritime and Aerospace) exhibition," he added.
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