28 NOV 1999
El ecti on- Corment s
PARTY LEADERS UPBEAT ON VI CTORY PRCSPECTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Just 12 hours before Ml aysi ans cast
their votes in the country's 10th general election tonorrow, here are how
the | eaders of the contesting parties rate their chances.

Speaki ng at a press conference in Kubang Pasu near Al or Setar today,
Prime M nister and Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamed sai d:

"We should be able to win all the states and at the federal level, we
think we can nake the two thirds majority.

"We do not fear about this election, we can win. |'mconvinced the
electorate will given the BN a fresh mandate because of its excellent track
record."

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik

" | think the people will support BN which has proven that relationship
anong the conponent parties is matured and stable and sincere. MCAwill win
big. W& can maintain what we had captured in 1995."

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u:

"It's the tine to cast our vote very carefully. The reason is the
continuity of devel opment, continuity of the progress of the country,
continuity of stability, and above all this the continuity of nationa
unity. This is very very inportant.

"I"mconfident the people will choose Barisan Nasional again.”

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik:

" BN is confident of doing better than in 1995 going by the indicators
shown by the peopl e.

" Gerakan is also confident of securing all the parlianentary and state
seats it is contesting."”

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahnud, who is al so
president of Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), a Sarawak-based BN
coalition partner

"There has never been a parlianentary el ection nore inportant to
Sarawak than tonorrow s 10th general election. This is an election for the
peopl e to deci de whet her they want Dr Mahathir or former deputy prine
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi malthough the latter is not contesting."”

Sabah Chief Mnister, who is also state BN chairman and Umo |iai son
chi ef Datuk QOsu Sukam

"Fromthe feedback received, the BN can get nore than 16 seats. Moire
and nore Kadazandusuns are supporting the BN while the Chinese are happy
with the performance of the BN. They have nothing to conpl ain.

"Umo itself can win all the 11 seats allocated to us and given this
scenario and the fact that we have our traditional support, the Sabah BN is
capabl e of winning nore seats than we first estinmated."

Kel antan Umo |iaison chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah:

"W in Kelantan are confident of fornming the state governnent upon the
el ection results bei ng known.

"I see that Kel antanese at | arge, including the wonmenfol k, desire
change in Kelantan and they all will vote in a Barisan Nasi onal governnent
on Nov 29."



Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Ismail (rating herself as an underdog):

"Al hanmdul i I ah (thank Al'lah), indeed there is mass support but it's
still up to the voters to decide.

"Cbviously I'"Il garner synpathy votes for me and Anwar, but this is not
a one man show, it's nmore of a wake up call for the people as we're now
tal ki ng about corruption, about good governance, nepotismand cronyism”

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang:
"I really don't know, |'ve already said before, either we can win big

or we can |lose big. I've no confidence I can win Bukit Bendera and Kebun
Bunga, it is an uphill battle.

"We the DAP will accept the verdict if |I'mdefeated in Bukit Bendera
and Kebun Bunga. | will accept the verdict even if DAP is w ped out in

Penang and Mal aysi a."

PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor:

"I"mconfident PAS can gain control of Kedah, Perlis and Terengganu
besi des retai ni ng Kel ant an.

"Qur chances are better than in past polls. The w nds of change
sweepi ng across Kedah are al so bl owi ng across Perlis and Terengganu."

PRM presi dent Dr Syed Husin Ali

"InsyaAllah (God willing) with the people's support, PRMw |l win.

"I shall wait for the people's judgenent on Nov 29. Conpared to five
years ago, support for PRMis stronger this time around, com ng from al
races... Ml ays and non- Ml ays alike."

Parti Bersatu Sabah president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan:

"We hope the people here will give us the full mandate while those in
West Mal aysia al so do the sane to the opposition there

"W are leaving it all to the people to decide. W have gone round
telling the people how inportant the parlianmentary election or a strong
voi ce of the opposition representing Sabahan is.”
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