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PARTY MATTERS BEST SETTLED BY MEMBERS - DR M

TUARAN, Sept 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said political party matters were best settled by the party nenbers
t hensel ves i nstead of the courts.

Comrenting on a court decision today declaring as invalid Datuk M
Kayveas' presidency of the People's Progressive Party, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't want to say anything on this because we feel that party matters
shoul d be left to the nenbers of the party.

"The court only nmade its decision according to the rule of law, " he
told reporters after delivering his keynote address at the Barisan Nasiona
(BN) Youth Convention here

The Hi gh Court in Serenban declared as null and void the recognition
given by the Registrar of Societies (ROS) to Datuk M Kayveas and ot her
central executive nenbers of the party.

The court ruled that the court senior assistant registrar had no
authority to issue a judgnent-in-default to Kayveas based upon which the
RCS had gi ven his recognition

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN chairman, said the court's deci sion was
based on the | aw al one but party nenbers woul d deci de on t he basi s whet her
they wanted t he person or not.

"The court decides based entirely on the |aw but party constitution is
not really a legal docunent, that is (only) an understandi ng between the
menbers," he said.

Asked if the court's decision wuld affect the BN s chances in the
com ng general election, Dr Mahathir said: "No, it won't."

PPP is one of the 14 conponent parties of the ruling BN coalition.

On the PPP' s request for seats in the elections, Dr Mahathir said that
woul d be decided | ater.

"Everybody have their own problem You ask DAP and the so-called
Bari san Alternatif...they want to give the worst seats to Keadilan (Parti
Keadi | an Nasional) to nake sure they | ose,” he said.

The prime mnister was al so asked on the spate of prosecutions agai nst
corporate leaders in the last few weeks, the | atest being that of
Sabah- based Repco Hol di ngs chai rman Low Thi am Hock who was charged in court
today for an offence under the Securities Industry Act.

He pl eaded not guilty to the charge which relates to the purchase of
Repco shares with a viewto creating a m sl eadi ng appearance of the share
prices.

Referring to Low s prosecution, Dr Mahathir said: "Wose friend is he.
I's he (Datuk Seri) Anwar lbrahims friend? |I'"mvery intrigue by this. Anwar
had no croni es and yet anybody who is arrested and charged, suddenly
becones sonebody who is close to Datuk Seri Anwar."

"So | think that Low nust be very close to Anwar," he said in rebutting
al l egations that the governnment was practising sel ective prosecutions, and
that those who had been prosecuted so far were Anwar's friends.
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