21/ 06/ 1999

"Party ready to face polls and w n'

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d yesterday he was

convi nced that Umo was now prepared to face the next general election and
Wi n, saying that party nenbers now understood the reasons for Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m s sacki ng.

"The del egates were unusually receptive because they are now no | onger
confused over the issue. Umo is now solid," he said at a Press conference
at the end of the Umo general assenbly.

Dr Mahathir said the party would now nove forward and prepare for the
general el ection.

However, he said Anwar's current sodony trial nade it difficult to hold
el ection because party nenbers would not be able to tal k about the issue.

He said it would be contenptuous to speak about the issue.

"But it will be held if we have to," he said

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister on Sept 2
| ast year, and subsequently expelled fromthe party on noral grounds.

Dr Mahathir said Bari san Nasional was al so ready to face the genera
election even if the coalition had to face the opposition candi dates on a
one-to-one basis.

"One-to-two or one-to-three doesn't matter to us. W will take on
everybody," he said in his usual |ight-hearted nanner

The Prime M nister was asked if the BN was prepared to take on the
Qpposition on a one-to-one basis in the com ng general el ection.

Penang Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) Iiaison chief Dr Mansor O hnan
was quoted as saying that the Qpposition parties had agreed that only one
candi date representing themwoul d be fiel ded agai nst the BN candi dat e
representi ng Umo.

The opposition pact consists of DAP, Pas, Keadilan and PRM

Dr Mahathir said that based on the party's just concluded genera
assenbly, the nmenbers were now nore spirited and deternined to defend and
chanpi on the party.

On what Umo's el ection strategy would be, he replied: "Strategy to
wn. "

More than 2,000 Umo del egates attended the assenbly, the last for this
century.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked by a foreign reporter on what he thought
about the action of some Umo nmenbers putting up his posters all over
PWIC.

"I amafraid that this may backfire because sone people may be fed up
But they are very insistent and | have no say.

"I'n fact, when | was nade Education Mnister, the first thing | did was
to stop schools fromputting up my pictures.”

( END)
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