25 JUL 1999
Fadzil - El ecti on
PAS ASKS DR M TO G VE EARLY NOTI CE ON PCLLS

ALOR GAJAH, July 25 (Bernama) --- PAS president Datuk Dr Fadzil Noor
has chal |l enged Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to give early
noti ce of when the next general election will be called for, saying that is
the normal practice in other denocracies.

"OQther denocratic countries, when they want to hold general elections,
make t he announcenent six nmonths earlier, one year earlier (but) Dr
Mahat hir does not dare to (do the sanme),"” he said at a PAS ceramah in
Sungai Putat near here | ast night.

He said giving an early notice would be fair to all contesting parti es,
enabling themto prepare for the polls.

Fadzi|l said opposition parties only got to know the actual tinng of
the election on the eve of the dissolution of parlianent, and they were
only allowed to canmpaign for a brief period.

"Only seven days of canpai gning. They (governnent) use the television,
use all facilities, where is the fairness?" asked Fadzil.

Fadzil said it was also unfair that opposition parties would not be
al l oned to canpaign on television as announced by Informati on M nister Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob recently.

On Dr Mahathir's statenent that the general election would be held when
PAS had becone exhausted, Fadzil said PAS woul d never be too tired to face
Umo in the polls.

The PAS chief clainmed that the party had undergone maj or changes with
its menbershi p now conprising various groups of peopl e including
pr of essi onal s.

"“I'n the Hulu Langat pralianmentray constituency in Sel angor al one, PAS
has 1, 000 engi neering professionals as nenbers, what nore about the rest of
the country," he said.

Fadzi|l said the people were now bol der and nore deternined and this
could bring about changes in the com ng general election.

"W hope the people will no | onger be scared of being threatened by
Umo and BN (Bari san Nasional) |eaders,"” he added.
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