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PAS | NDOCTRI NATI NG MASSES TO BE ANTI - RI CH, SAYS MAHATHI R

JITRA, July 20 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today criticised PAS for distorting Islamc teachings and spreadi ng
a doctrine of ingratitude and anti-rich to win votes.

By such indoctrination, PAS was hoping that the nasses woul d abandon
the decency to be thankful to the government which has given them nuch
benefits through devel opnent and abl e adm nistration, he said.

He said PAS ultimte objective was to create the people' s aversion
towards the establishnent and reject the governnent in the com ng genera
el ection.

According to the PAS' schemes of things, the people should only be
thankful to God and need not be grateful to fell ow human bei ngs, Dr
Mahat hir said addressing villagers at Kampung Jeragan near here.

"PAS clains that religion does not require man to thank fell ow nen
whereas All ah uses mankind to convey divine pleasures and gifts in life,
he sai d.

He said PAS was al so indoctrinating the nmasses to hate the weal thy whom
it clainmed had acquired affluence and position because of governnment
cronyi sm

"Which of the Islamc teachings says nmen should not show gratitude for
one anot her," he said.

Dr Mahathir said a divine favour or gift would only cone through
initiative and good admi ni strati on.

The people, for instance, should be grateful to the mlitary, police
and Rel a (the people's volunteer corps) whose personnel gave their lives to
put an end to comruni st insurgency in the country, he said.

At the sane tine, they should al so be thankful that an efficient
adm ni stration was able to equip the security agencies with the ordnance to
fight the insurgents, he said.

"An inefficient government would not be able to put up a credible
fighting force let al one cone up with roads and water supply,” he said.

The prime mnister said an inefficient (PAS-1ed) state governnent in
Kel antan failed to provide even decent water supply to the people there.

"Thi s happens when we choose a sl oppy state governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government carried with it the heavy
responsibility of running the entire country and | ooking after the
wel | -being of 22 m|lion people.

The government's success in delivering an assortnent of benefits to the
peopl e had pronpted PAS to incite the masses to ignore the comopn decency
to show gratitude to those who had i nproved their |ot, he said.

The prime mnister denied PAS allegations that the haves acquired
their wealth and position through bei ng sheer cronies of the governnent.

Agai n Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that these rich Ml aysians acquired wealth
t hrough their own efforts.

Nonet hel ess, he said, the governnment and the people still benefited
fromthe taxes they paid and their contributions to public causes.

"It is indeed worthwhile to have weal thy people in society. W should
not hate or envy them Religion does not ask us to dislike one another," he
sai d.

As such, it was inproper for PAS, if at all it assunmed power, to
i mpoverish or get rid of the country's wealthy citizens as they too had
contributed to the nati on, he said.



"W i npose 28 per cent corporate tax on them Mboreover, the rich have
given nmuch to hel p build nmosques ans suraus across the country, anong ot her
things," the prime mnister added.

Dr Mahathir was on the final day of a two-day working visit to Kedah.
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