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Razal ei gh- U anma
PAS LEADERS USI NG TI TLE "ULAMA" FOR PCLI TI CS, SAYS RAZALEI GH

KOTA BAHARU, May 26 (Bernamm) -- Pas which clained to be chanpi oning
the cause for "ulama" |eadership is actually anbng those who use Islamas a
means to gain the influence and support of the people, said former Parti
Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46) president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday.

He said that based on his past association with Pas in the Angkatan
Per paduan Ummah, the opposition coalition that won the 1990 general
el ection in Kelantan, Pas | eaders who called thensel ves "ul ama"
(theologians in Islamc nmatters) frequently nmade statenents in the interest
of their party and not |slam

"They are certainly well versed in Islanmc matters but they are stil
politicians, acting according to a political policy," he told reporters at
hi s resi dence, here.

"I don't see themacting |like ulana because what they do is for the
party and not Allah. That is why they are partisan, trying to protect the
interest and struggle of the party," he said.

Tengku Razal eigh said that in attenpts to use Islamfor politics, these
groups freely issued statenents which were regarded as "fatwa" (religious
ruling) by section of the people who supported them

In this respect, he said he fully concurred with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that "ul ama" did not take sides and free to
express their views such as the Fatwa Counci |

Dr Mahat hir had yesterday told a dial ogue session during a
i nternational semnar on |Islamthat he woul d only acknow edge "ul ama" who
did not have political agenda and who interpreted i ssues based on the
Qur an.

In Malaysia, said the Prime Mnister, it was difficult to find "ul ama"
in the real sense of the word as they were nany who clained to be such but
made i nterpretati ons based on political agenda.

Tengku Razal ei gh said the peopl e should be careful with statenents nade
by the so-called "ulama” since it could jeopardi se peace and unity.

Asked about the failure of the Kelantan governnment to protect the
environnment when it all owed w despread devel opnent and | ogging in Lojing
hi ghl ands in Gua Musang, the MP for Gua Miusang said this could be because
the state government was too dependent on timnber for revenue.

Wth the declining price of tinber, he said Kel antan was expected to
face serious financial problemin neeting state government's expenses and
salary of the staff in future.
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