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Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS ONLY STRI VES TO WEAKEN UWNQO, SAYS MAHATHI R

ALOR SETAR, March 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that PAS can only be seen to be striving to underm ne
Umo's strength in the com ng general el ection.

He said PAS wanted to ensure that Umo only forma weak governnent and
if this plan materialise, it would hel p achi eve the goal of other quarters
to see a weak governnent in Ml aysia which would then be unable to have a
strong voi ce

"At present, the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent has a two-third
majority in parlianment and we can have a strong voi ce because we know t hat
t he peopl e are behind us.

"But PAS is striving to weaken this support,” he said at a news
conference after speaking at a gathering of government officers, imans and
penghulus in the state, at Wsma Darul Aman, here.

Dr Mahathir, who ended his two-day visit today, was asked on the PAS
threat to Umo in the coning el ection.

He said that PAS knew that it was not capable of form ng a governnent
in the country.

"They can only succeed in Kelantan...even then, its position is now
shaky due to various problens,"” he said.

On PAS clains that the party would be able to capture several states
in the coming general election, Dr Mahathir said that PAS could rmake its
own cl ai ns and specul ati ons.

"If we observe carefully, PAS has been meking all kinds of
projections...the party able to win here and there...," he said.

Asked to comment on his visit to Kedah, Dr Mahathir said he observed
that the support of the people for the government was still strong even
t hough there were groups of people who were naturally anti-establishment.

When asked whet her the visit was an indication that the genera
el ection would be held soon, he said: "There are 13 states and two federa
territories to be visited and that takes tinme."

Dr Mahathir also said that PAS al so tended to nake | oose interpretation
with regards to religion because when it suits its political interest, the
party would set aside its religious interest.

This could be seen fromthe support given by PASto Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Ismail to contest in the election whereas the party rejects wonen as
| eaders, he said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS frequently stated that wonen cannot contest in
el ections because if they win, they would be | eading the nen.

"But, on the other hand, they gave their strong support when Wan Azi zah
expressed her intention to contest (in the election)," he said.

Wan Azi zah, the wife of former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim has set up the Social Justice Mowvenment (Adil). Press reports
quot ed her as saying that she would not disnmiss the possibility of
contesting in the Kubang Pasu parliamentary constituency in the com ng
general el ection.

Dr Mahathir is the Menber of Parlianment for Kubang Pasu.
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