26/ 07/ 1999
Pas plan to cl ose papers " extreng'

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

KEPALA BATAS, Sun. - Pas' intention to close several |ocal newspapers and
tel evision stations shows the | eadership is dictatorial and extrem st,
Umo suprene council nenber Datuk Miustapa Mhaned sai d today.

"Pas | eaders are baring their teeth (nenunjuk taring) even before they
come to power," he said

"They cl ai red sonme nmenbers of the |ocal nmedia are spreading |lies when in
fact, it is the Pas' official publication, Harakah, that is doing so,"

Must apa sai d.

"Despite its affinity towards sl ander and fal se reporting, the
Governnent has never opted to ban Harakah ... and this is the Government's
stance on the matter."

Must apa, who is al so Second Finance Mnister, was asked to coment on a
front page report in M ngguan Mal aysia today which quoted Pas president
Dat uk Fadzi| Noor as saying that he would force all newspapers and
tel evision stations which are pro-Governnent to cease their operations if
Pas forms the new Governnment after the general election.

Speaking at a ceramah in Alor Star, Kedah, on Friday night, Fadzil also
warned Berita Harian, New Straits Tines, Uusan and TV3 agai nst bei ng rude
towards the party.

He claimed the three news dailies and tel evision station had al so
mani pul at ed Pas | eaders' statenents including his.

Must apa, who was here to give a talk on the econony and entrepreneurship
to about 100 participants, said Fadzil's announcenent al so showed Pas
| eaders' refusal to accept dissenting views.

He quoted a recent exanpl e where Harakah had published a report
intending to portray Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir as being an
i rresponsi bl e | eader.

The publication had reported that a rubber tapper, KasimOsnan, in
Kanpung Jeragan near Jitra, Kedah, had been living in a dil api dated hut
when this was not so and that the 68-year-old hinself had denied the
Har akah report when Dr Mahathir visited himon July 20.
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