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Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS THREATENS MJSLI M5 TO GARNER SUPPORT: SAYS MAHATHI R

ALOR SETAR, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said PAS is using threats to garner support and fish for votes in
the general el ection.

He said the party was scaring the Miuslimconmunity by using threats and
boycotting religious functions held by those who did not join or support
PAS.

"PAS is not interested in the welfare of the Malays, they are only
interested in the (people's) votes," he said at a gathering of the | eader
with the people in Naka, near here tonight.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said PAS was not |ike the
other political parties in the denpbcratic systembecause it isolated its
menbers conpl etely fromnenbers of other parties.

As an exanple, PAS isolated itself fromUmo even to the extent that
prayers and the deaths of their nenbers were being handl ed separately.

Dr Mahathir said PAS used the scare tactics on peopl e who supported the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) so that they would vote for the party (PAS).

The Prinme Mnister said PAS tried to incite Umo and BN supporters
purely to get their votes.

"PAS said Umo is not fully Islamic, | want to know who gave themthe
right to say such a thing," he said.

PAS resorted to such a tactic ained at separating the Umo people from
PAS supporters for political gain, Dr Mahathir said.

He said actually in terns of politics, PAS and Umo differed but in
terns of religion, supporters of both parties were Miuslinms and as such t hey
shoul d cooperate and not break up.

The Prime M nister said there were people who had synpathy for Umo but
because they were scared of the PAS threats, they only gave their support
froma di stance

PAS rejected Islamc teachings, and rejected Islanic brotherhood to the
extent that they were willing to work together with the Satan, he said.

"If PAS gets the people's support in the general election, the Muslins
will be further divided,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said Umo was an Islanic party but it need not use the nanme "Isl ant
to project its Islamc inmage.

The Prime Mnister also said that PAS was using Islamfor politica
gain, citing the case of Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k
Mat who initially refused to use the Mercedes Benz car and stay in his
of ficial residence in Kota Baharu but later felt it was "nice" and
continued to use both facilities until today.
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