28 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Mosque
PAS TRYI NG TO TARNI SH PUTRAJAYA MOSQUE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JITRA, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today PAS had attenpted to tarnish the sanctity of the
Putraj aya Mbsque by spreadi ng obsol ete i deol ogi es that are not in keeping
with Islamanong its congregation.

The party had attenpted to control the nosque to spread the ideol gy and
indirectly tarnish the i mage of Islam he said.

"We were fortunate to have detected it early and were to able to stop
PAS' attenpt to dirty the beautiful npbsque for its political ends," he said
at the laying of the foundation stone for the Bandar Baru Darul aman Mosque,
near here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the nbsque was a place to
unite the Muslins but PAS had used it to split them

It had, anbng others, used the pulpit to criticise and sl ander the
government in its Friday sernons, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the differing ideol ogi es among Miuslims in the country
shoul d not deter themfromatahter at and naki ng use of the sane nbsque

Unfortunately, PAS had accused Umo of being un-Islanic or kafir
(infidel) and refused to pray in nosques built by the governnent, he said.

He recounted an incident in which a group of PAS supporters had prayed
at a badm nton court outside a nosque, saying that they would not accept
t he governnment's nobsque, but were ironically told by the worshippers later
that the badnminton court was also built by the governnent.

He said the Mal ays and Muslins were united under Umo before the
country attai ned i ndependence but had split after PAS was set up.

"PAS started the disunity anmong the Mal ays and Muslins. Today the gap
between the two parties is difficult to bridge. The PAS supporters do not
want to close ranks with Umo," he said.

He said PAS narrow i deol ogy had caused the party to stray fromthe
requi rements of Islamand the nosques.

PAS was prepared to sin to pronote its political ends, he said, adding
that the party's organ, Harakah, was perpetual |y publishing sl ander.

"They hope that by slandering the governnment |eaders and ny famly, the
Muslims will reject me, Umo and Bari san Nasional (BN)," he said.

Dr Mahathir urged the people not to be fool ed by PAS propaganda and to
continue to support the BN for their well being and nore devel oprent.

The RV million Bandar Baru Darul aman Mosque to be built on a 0.45ha
site can accomopdate 1,500 peopl e.
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