15 JAN 1999
Ni k Azi z- Kel ant an
PAS UPBEAT RETAI NI NG KELANTAN | N NEXT ELECTI ON

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- PAS is confident of retaining Kel antan
under its rule for a third consecutive termin the next general election,
Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat said today.

He said he was basing his confidence on the people' s acceptance of the
Islamic adm nistration inplenmented by the party since formng the state
government in 1990.

"I"mconfident we can retain the PAS-led state governnment in Kel antan
as we have set the exanple of a noderate governnent," he told reporters
after delivering his weekly Friday sernon, here.

He said PAS did not advocate extrene |slam c struggles, created chaos
and enmity anong nuslinms and non-ruslins in the country.

Ni k Azi z was responding to the statenent by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad here yesterday that the Bari san Nasional (BN) can form
the next State Governnment in Kelantan if all party nmenbers worked hard
towards it.

Dr Mahat hir sai d assessnents nade by BN assenbl ynen i n Kel antan showed
the coalition had a good chance of form ng the next State Governnent in the
state.

Ni kK Azi z said PAS had shown a system of governance that was acceptabl e
to all people irrespective of race and religion and "in fact PAS has been
accepted by Umo nenbers and BN

He said Dr Mahathir's one-day working visit to Kelantan yesterday and a
brief meeting with hi mwas a good indication that PAS woul d create history
by formng the state governnent for a third consecutive term

He described Dr Mahathir's visit as the federal government's
recognition of the state governnment's adm nistration under his | eadership.

Asked on his nmeeting with Dr Mahathir, he said their discussions
focused on matters for the well-being of the Kel antan peopl e.
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