02 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS' STRUGGLES ONLY GEARED AT W NNI NG THE ELECTI QN, SAYS PM

| POH, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
said today that PAS struggles including to set up an Islamc state and
i npl ement the hudud are nerely geared at w nning the el ection.

"They are not the specific agenda of the party. PASis only nmaking a
general statenent over the setting up of an Islamc state and the
i npl ementati on of the hudud,” he said at a neeting with Perak Umo
di vision, Umo Youth and Wanita Umo | eaders, here.

He said that when PAS was form ng a pact with the DAP recently, that
party (DAP) was not in favour of the agenda to set up an Islamic state, and
PAS had readily dropped it.

"This shows that the plan by PAS is not cencrete...it is only to
attract voters to give it support. It believes that by pronmising an Islamic
state, the Malays will give it support,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that PAS actually did not have any plans to devel op
the nation or the religion.

In fact, he said, to PASthe religion was "nerely a few verses".

"PAS coul d not possibly formthe governnent as the party does not have
specific plans and i nstead proceed only according to what strikes the PAS
| eaders. Whatever occurs to them they will state themas the party's
intention," he said.

He said that PAS | eaders need not have to think much as they suffer
from"verbal diarrhoea" and that was the problemw th PAS | eaders.

This would make it difficult for PAS to take over fromUmo in the
Mal aysi an government and the Mal ays woul d be dragged into a "very real
danger" because of the statenents uttered w thout thinking, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that PAS action in making prom ses showed that they
knew they would I ose in the election and could nmake all sorts of prom ses.

He said that Umo would only state nmatters that the party could carry
out |like defending the dignity of the Malays, which had al ready been
fruitful

"It is easy to say things but to fulfil themw Il not be so easy," he
said, citing the pronmise by PAS to pay all owance to the unenpl oyed, as it
woul d require a | ot of noney.

In Kel antan, he said, it was proven that PAS did not have the means to
supply water to the people and had to borrow fromthe federal governnent.
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