06 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
PAST ONE YEAR HAS BEEN MOST | NTERESTI NG FOR ME, SAYS PM

SIBU, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanmad
said the past one year since he sacked his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
fromoffice for sexual inpropriety had been "nopst interesting” to him

" It has been an education for ne. | have learnt all about finance, the
econony and about how to deal with rogue currency traders,” he told
reporters here before returning to Kuala Lunpur after a two-day visit to
Sar anak.

After the sacking of Anwar, who was al so then finance mnister, Dr
Mahat hir took over as First Finance M nister and appoi nted Datuk Mist apa
Mohanmed as Second Fi nance M nister.

I n January, he appointed Tun Dai m Zai nuddin to take over as First
Fi nance M ni ster.

Dr Mahathir had then been a nbst vocal critic of international currency
trader George Soros whom he singled out as npst responsible for the
currency woes which led to econonmic crisis in nost Asian countries.

He al so introduced several neasures to conmbat specul ative trading of
the ringgit besides Iinmting its amount that could be taken out of the
country.

Answering a question, Dr Mahathir said he believed that he had managed
(the econony) quite well.

' W& are not down yet but the rogue traders are down and the people are
now cursi ng themand not ne." he added.
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