05/ 11/ 1999
Patriotismnot diluted by vernacul ar schools, says PM

Adel i ne Ong

THE flexibility of the national education system that allows vernacul ar
school s to use non-national |anguages, has not diluted the rakyat's
patriotism

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the feeling of
patriotismis still high among the multi-racial Ml aysians.

"The national |anguage may not be the mediumof instruction in

vernacul ar schools but it does not nmean that students are not taught about
| ove for their country and | oyalty.

"What Mal aysi ans should bear in nind is that this is their country and
they should nurture love for the country in their children," he said in
hi s keynote address at an education sem nar for headmasters of national -
type Chi nese schools in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Rem ndi ng teachers not to regard teaching as just a livelihood, Dr

Mahat hir said they should realise that they are carrying out a nationa
responsibility in bringing up a future generati on.

"If teachers use their teaching tinme for other activities instead of

i mparting know edge to students, it will nean ill-equipped future
generations," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the use of other | anguages in |ocal schools showed the
tolerant nature of the Governnent in preserving inter-racial relations.
"There is no force in encouragi ng the use of the national |anguage.
Parents are free to send their children to any schools - whether

ver nacul ar or not.

"The mere exi stence and increasing trends of Ml ay parents sending their
children to vernacul ar Chinese schools is a healthy devel opnent as | ong as
the children are free to speak the national |anguage," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia is the only country that all ows other

| anguages be used as the nediumof instruction in schools.

He said the country recogni sed the inportance of education and gives it
anpl e significance spending not |ess than 20 per cent of the budget

al  ocati on on educati on.

"Wth peace and harnony in the country, we can further develop the
country. Now, people are inmtating our way of governance. It is better to
have 30 per cent of sonething substantial (in terns of riches) than 100
per cent of zero growth," he added.

Dr Mahathir said it is nowthe era of know edge and those wi t hout

know edge wi Il not be successful as they will not be able to conpete.

"W have high anbitions to be developed but it is difficult without
trying. | believe in Malaysians. If we can realise our abilities to supply
our children with know edge, we can be successful in the next mllennium"
he added.

On proposal s by the Mal aysi an National Uni on of Headmasters on ways to
resol ve probl ens faced by vernacul ar Chi nese schools, Dr Mahathir said

that the Governnment will |ook into ways to resol ve the probl ens but added
that it may not be able to neet all the needs of all comunities.

"W have our reasons for not fulfilling all demands. Qther conmunities
make denands as well and they too do not get 100 per cent what they

want ed, " he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said none of the communities enjoyed overly-special
treatnment fromthe Government and this was the key to Mal aysia's success
in mnimsing racial tension.
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