27/ 08/ 1999

PBS' Usukan divi sional |eaders join Umo

KOTA BELUD, Thurs. - Parti Bersatu Sabah's Usukan division has been
crippled with the resignation of its head Atong I mam Karim six divisiona
commttee officials and 25 branch | eaders, to join Umo.

Anot her 1,100 PBS nenbers fromthe branches will al so be joining Umo.

Its Wanita head Lam ah | mam Kari m and deputy Youth | eader Menjan Tun
also left the party.

Atong and the ot her PBS | eaders handed over their application forns to
Umo suprene council nmenber and Usukan Umo divi sion head, forner Chief
M ni ster Datuk Salleh Tun Said, here, today.

The six divisional officals are Rezuan Si kah, Lem n Jenmad, Dam an El ong
Rosl ee Wakit, Hamara Summil and Chong Kat ong.

In wel coming themto Umo, Salleh said joining Barisan Nasional was a
wi se move by the forner PBS | eaders.

"Wse and bold nove and this will bring about unity anpbng the people ..
they realise nowthat the Cpposition will not be able to deliver the rmuch
needed devel opnent for the people," he said.

Sal | eh, who is Usukan assenbl ynan and Kota Bel ud Menber of Parlianent,
said |like other PBS | eaders who had earlier joined BN, Atong and the group
were al so supporters of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad

Speaking to reporters, Atong said those who applied to join Umo today
were just representatives of the various branches.

He said in a day or two sonme 1, 100 nenbers woul d be foll owing suit.

This is another setback for the PBS after its two assenbl ynmen Abdu
Mal ek Chua (Kuarmut) and U in Datuk Pam ang (Pensiangan) had quit the party
in June to join Umo.
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