21 JUN 1999
Pai ri n- Action
PBS CONTEMPLATES LEGAL ACTI ON AGAI NST DEFECTORS

KOTA KI NABALU, June 21 (Bernama) -- Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) president
Dat uk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said today the party was studying the form of
| egal action that can be taken against its two assenbl ymen for defecting to
Umo.

He said the nove followed the signing of docunents by the party's
candi dates fielded in the March state el ection, which anong ot hers, agreed
to vacate their seats if they hopped to another party.

" We have discussed the matter and will take the necessary measures to
enforce the contents of the docunents signed by them" he said when
commenting on the nove by assenbl ynen Abdul Ml ek Chua (Kuamut) and Uin
Pam ang (Pensi angan) to enbrace Umo yest erday.

Mal ek, a former deputy president of PBS and U in subnmtted their
nmenbership forns to Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on the sidelines of the party's 53rd General Assenbly in
Kual a Lunpur.

Pairin clainmed Mal ek and Uin were persuaded in various ways by certain
peopl e to cross-over to Barisan Nasional (BN)

Asked what is the need for the two assenblynen to join Umo as the BN
had a confortable majority in the state legislature, he said, it could be
part of efforts to end the rotation systemof the chief mnister's post.

"I nmyself is sceptical about the whole thing. So, | can only surnise
that this is the way for Umo to try and stop the rotation system..they
| ook for people to join Umo to increase their nunber (in the assenbly) and
say that they have the majority, so there is no need for the rotation
system " he said.

The ruling BN now has 33 seats in the 48-seat legislature with the
defection of Malek and U in. Umo had also increased its representation to
26 from24 previously.

Pairin said the two shoul d vacate their seats to pave the way for a
by-el ecti on.

He al so said the | atest devel opnents in PBS would not derail its
preparations for the upcom ng general election as the party's fate would be
determ ned by the peopl e.

On talk that Parti Keadilan Nasional (Keadilan) would forma pact with
opposition parties in Sabah to face the general election, Pairin said the
new y-formed party should focus its attention in Peninsular Ml aysia which
had nore parlianentary seats as conpared to only 20 in Sabah

He, however, said it would be better if opposition parties formed an
alliance to prevent a vote split.

" As far as possible, we hope Keadilan will concentrate in the
peni nsul a and |l et us focus in Sabah," he added.

PBS' eight parliamentary seats had been reduced to six with the
defection of Marudu MP Datuk Amr Kahar Tun Miustapha to Umo and the recent
cross-over of Penanpang MP Paul Nointien to Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS), a
BN component .
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