23 NOV 1999

PBS STRONGVAN KODI NG JO NS UWNO

PAPAR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) was dealt a heavy
bl ow t oday when one of its foundi ng nenbers Datuk Mark Kodi ng defected to
Umo.

Kodi ng, a deputy chief mnister when PBS was in power, handed over his
menbership formto Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad at a brief
function after the ground-breaking cerenony for the Sabah police General
Operations Force 16th battalion headquarters here.

A cheerful Dr Mahathir exchanged greetings with Koding to the appl ause
of nore than 2,000 people fromthis district.

Kodi ng was president of the Angkatan Keadi| an Rakyat Bersatu (Akar
Bersatu), a Sabah BN conponent, before he resigned his post and then
rejoined PBS in March | ast year.
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