08 MAY 1999
Donpok- Rot at i on
PDS TO STATE STAND ON ROTATI ON AT THE RI GHT TI ME

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 8 (Bernamm) -- Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS)
President Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said today he will state the party's
official stand on the systemof rotation for the Sabah Chief Mnister's
post when the tinme cones.

The former Chief Mnister said he did not see any urgency in issuing
the party's official stand on the matter.

"There is still alot of time to discuss this, and | don't think I am
in any hurry to join the chorus of opinion in the press about it," he told
reporters after opening the first General Meeting of Sabah Kadazandusun
Educat ors Associ ati on (Pekadus) here.

The systemto rotate the post every two years anbng the state's three
maj or conmmunities -- MislimBum puteras, Chinese and non-Misli mBuni put eras
-- was introduced when the Barisan Nasional (BN) took over the state
government in 1994.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad, who nooted the i dea on
the eve of the 1994 state election, said recently that the governnent was
willing to reviewthe systemif that was what the Sabah peopl e want ed.

Several |eaders in Sabah, especially fromthe dom nant Umo, have
openly called for the systemto be scrapped.

They contend that it is no |longer tenable follow ng the outone of the
March 12-13 Sabah state el ecti on which saw the defeat of all but two
candi dates fromthe Kadazandusun- based BN conmponent parties. Donpok hinsel f
lost in a six-cornered tussle in Myog.

Asked for his view on the debate on the issue, Donpok said: "I notice
that those making statenments in the press were only voicing their persona
opi ni ons, and not official party stands."

"So | think there is no need for nme to contribute to the debate. If
parties have made their stand, then | will give the official viewfromthe
party (PDS)," he said.

Asked whet her he had been of fered any government post, Donpok said he
did not discuss the matter with the BN

"For the tinme being, | amquite happy with where | am..| nmanage to do
some of the things that | was not been able to do before. | amnot in a
hurry to take any official role,” he said.

On whet her he woul d accept appointnments, he said: "I think I cannot
turn down an offer to serve the people and comunity."
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