05 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
PEOPLE MUST CONTI NUE SUPPORTI NG BN - DR M

MRI, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
said the people nust continue to support Barisan Nasional (BN) for the
governnent to achieve its goal of making Mal aysia a devel oped country in
2020.

There nust be political stability and no conmunal clashes in the
country until then, and this was only possible if the BN remmined in power,
he sai d.

"W need BN rule to enable the governnent to focus its attention on
devel oping the nation during the period," he told a neet-the-peopl e session
attended by sone 20,000 people at Gty Fan Mri, a public square here,

t oni ght .

Claimng that opposition parties did not have the ability to adninister
the country, Dr Mahathir said they woul d destroy what had been devel oped by
the BN if they canme to power.

He said supporting the BN was just |ike supporting onesel f because the
coalition worked for the people irrespective of race.

Dr Mahathir said the BN (along with the Alliance before the BN s
formation) was the only party that had succeeded in creating racial harnony
in the country since | ndependence.

"That's the BN s phil osophy. Qther parties do not give priority to
racial ties," he said.

The DAP, for instance, would favour only the clever people with its
stress on neritocracy, while PAS spoke about establishing an Islamic state
wi t hout taking the non-Muslins into consideration, he said.

The BN s phil osophy of cooperation anong the races had renbved any
feelings of fear for the other comunities and ensured that there were no
racial clashes in the country, said Dr Mahathir

He said that during the econom ¢ sl owdown, nany countries came severe
pressure resulting in conmunal cl ashes, deaths and | ooti ng.

Dr Mahathir said the BN (along with the Alliance before the BN s
formati on) was the only party that had succeeded i n naintaining raci al
harnmony in the country since |Independence.

"That's the BN s phil osophy. O her parties do not give priority to
racial ties," he said.

The DAP, for instance, would favour only the clever people with its
stress on neritocracy, while PAS spoke about establishing an Islamc state
wi t hout taking the non-Mislins into consideration, he said.

The BN s phil osophy of cooperation anong the races had renoved any
feelings of fear for the other communities and ensured that there were no
racial clashes in the country, said Dr Mahathir

He said that during the econom ¢ sl owdown, nany countries came severe
pressure resulting in conmunal cl ashes, deaths and | ooti ng.

The prinme minister said that as there was only 20 years left to achieve
t he devel oped nation goal, poltical and economic stability nmust be
enhanced.

"We are progressing. W want all the people to progress just like in
advanced nations," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day visit to Sarawak, said the people in
the state could contribute to the country's devel opment and this was nmade
possi bl e by cl ose federal -state ties.

"Believe ne that with our cooperation in the BN, Mri and Sarawak will



continue to progress along with other states in the country.
- - BERNAMA
js /' mok sk



	PEOPLE MUST CONTINUE SUPPORTING BN - DR M (Bernama 05/08/1999)

