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Peopl e preparing for ultimate decision in their own way

Abdul Razak Ahrad

TO the unfam liar observer of Sabah politics, obtaining an accurate
readi ng of the current nood on the ground is an extrenely difficult task,
even with polling a little nore than a week away.

It would, at first, confuse and frustrate all except the initiated and
experienced.

Houses and buil dings in Kota Kinabalu sport both BN and opposition flags
and banners, making even nore difficult any superficial judgment of where
the people's political support lie.

But to those who have not had the good fortune of grasping an
under st andi ng of "The Big Picture", there is, fortunately, a " checkli st
which facilitates the newconer's assessnent of Sabah's political npod.

Top on the list is a political phenonenon known by | ocals as “frogs' -
candi dates who junp back and forth between one opposing political party
and anot her, casting doubt on the veracity of their candi dacy.

An exanple is the little-known Kadazandusun-based opposition party,
which originally intended to contest 20 seats.

On the eveni ng before nom nati on, Pasok decided to pull out and support
the BN, especially incunbent Myog PDS candi date and Chief M nister Tan
Sri Bernard Donpok

The next norning, however, a Pasok candi date was fiel ded agai nst Donpok.
An objection was nade agai nst himas he was said to be a regi stered Umo
menber, but it fail ed.

The point was not | ost on the PBS supporters at the nomination centre:
they made | oud noi ses which eerily resenbled a frog's mating call. They
directed it squarely on the BN supporters, whom as the jeers indicated,
had been taken for a ride.

The next itemon this checklist - very little of what applies in the
peninsula is relevant in Sabah, especially when it conmes to politics.

"I support the BN, said Norhalinmh Gosukin, a housewife fromthe Ki onsom
Tengah village, 20kmfromthe State capital. The village is situated in
the I nanamconstit uency.

Nor hal i mah's five children study at a nearby school and the devel opnent
of opportunities and infrastructure |led her and her fell ow Dusuns to
support the BN candi date, Datuk Christine Van Houten, a Kadazandusun

When asked what she expected from her candi date, Norhalinmah said she
hoped the nearby hospital, about seven nmetres from her house, woul d be
upgr aded.

She then pointed to a house across the road on which the rival
Kadazandusun PBS party banner was flying high.

"The Kadazandusuns here are split," she said, revealing her main reason
for supporting the BN - the hope that BN s nulti-party, multi-ethnic
coalition concept would continue to unite the Kadazandusuns, who nmake up
the | argest ethnic group in Sabah.

(There are now 600, 000 Kadazandusuns anmong the State's 2.1 nmillion
peopl e.)

Third on the checklist for beginners is that this election is w tnessing
anot her concept being put to test - whether the people would continue
accepting the BN concept, overriding |long-standing tribal and ethnic
| oyal ti es.

This is the case in the Likas seat, where a redraw ng of the
traditionally Chinese constituency has resulted in a Malay majority which



t he Chi nese-based Sabah Progressive Party candi date and fornmer Chief
M ni st er Datuk Yong Teck Lee is defending agai nst Bersekutu's Datuk Harris
Sal | eh.

Much has been written about the significance of the Likas contest and
the readi ng of Bersekutu's and other opposition parties' chances in the
State reveal the last but ultinmate itemon this checklist: the inportance
of securing a large majority to create a strong and stable State
Gover nment .

"I hope we woul d make the right decision,” says Norhalimh, the Ki onsom
vil | age housewi fe.

The drive back fromher village was quiet as the main posters and
banners were only beginning to be strung up

In due time the banners and posters would screamfor attention, but
nmeanwhi | e, one would still be able to glinpse everyday fol k contenpl ati ng
their little decisions.

Li ke the school boy waiting for his bus, staring in anme at a BN poster of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

O the woman | ooking into the wi ndow of a Muslim Youth Co-op store at
the inviting offers inside.

Al'l are preparing for the ultimate decision in their own way in this
period of calmbefore the stormof canpaigning finally grips the State.
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