20 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Econony
PEOPLE TOLD TO HELP | N ECONOM C RECOVERY EFFORTS

KEPALA BATAS, Jan 20 (Bernamm) -- The people should play their role to
hel p nake a success of the economi c recovery neasures taken by the
governnent, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said
t oday.

He said the governnment and the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC
were making efforts to steer the country out of the econom c downturn, but
their success woul d depend on the people's continued support and
cooperation. The NEAC is headed by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

"The governnent only plans, issues directives and formul ates specific
policies, but it is the people who are directly involved in inplenmenting
many aspects of the econonmic recovery neasures," he told reporters at Hari
Raya open house at his nother's residence here.

Abdul I ah said the governnent's determ ned efforts had begun to bear
fruit as there were signs of the econony recovering, and if this trend
coul d be sustained he was confident that econonic activities would be as
vi brant as before.

The positive signs included an increase in the country's reserves and
the RM3.8 billion in sales recorded during the recent nonth-1ong Hone
Onner shi p Canpai gn, he sai d.

He said Hari Raya cel ebrations were not danpened by the econom c
problemand the way it was cel ebrated, including the generous spread of
goodi es at open house, was as if there had been no economi ¢ downturn

"The people are just as happy celebrating Hari Raya this tine around
and the joy is not limted to Muslins but is also shared by non-Misli ns.
Al'l these could be enjoyed because the people are confident of the
country's peace and economic stability,"” he said.

More than 20,000 people turned up at the open house whi ch began at
llam Leading the dignitaries were Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Dr Handan
Shei kh Tahir and his wife, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Deputy
Chi ef M nister Datuk Mohamed Shariff QOmar and ot her state Barisan Nasiona
(BN) | eaders.

Earlier, in the norning, Abdullah and his wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood
Ambak, visited Tun Dr Handan at his residence Seri Miutiara on the island.

They met Tun Dr Hanmdan and his wife for about 30 minutes before
adjourning to a Hari Raya reception where they were joi ned by Koh, Shariff,
State Secretary Datuk Jamal uddi n Ahnad Damanhuri, several state Exco
nmenbers and their w ves.

Abdul | ah' s del egation then left for his nother's house, and on the way
a police patrol car in the convoy rammed into a car on the North-South
H ghway near Bandar Seberang Jaya.

The acci dent happened at 10. 55am when the car pulled up at the
ri ght hand nost | ane to make way for the convoy.

The two policenen in the patrol car and the driver and passengers of
the car escaped unhurt.
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