16 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Teacher s
PERPETUATE NOBLE VALUES, TEACHERS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today called on teachers to further instil and pronote noble and
cul tural values anpbng students to ensure the nation's progress.

He said that this was nost vital now as there were attenpts by various
el ements to erode cultural values and retard the nation's effort to devel op
the country.

"I hope that teachers in Malaysia will shoulder this burden with ful
responsibility as the future of the race and the nation lies in their
hands," he sai d when | aunching the national -l evel Teachers' Day
cel ebration, here.

Some 4,500 educators and teachers fromthroughout the country attended
the cel ebration

Dr Mahathir said that noble cultural val ues shoul d al ways be
perpetuated by the people in the country as it would indicate the success
or failure of a race.

The prime minister said that teachers play a very inportant role in
society as they were actually responsible ininstilling cultural values in
a successful society.

He said that a teacher's role is not confined to only providing
know edge but al so cover responsibility in pronoting noble cultural val ues
subscribed to by students.

"Before we provi de knowl edge, we will need to determ ne that such
know edge wi Il be used well by the students so that when they becone adults
and becone a nenber of society, they will nmake good use of the know edge
t hey have gai ned.

"They cannot think for themselves the values that may be good for
them..they don't |learn about their culture but absorb themautomatically,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the people in the country would be able to
wi thstand the threats of destructive Western culture if they strongly
uphol d their noble cultural val ues.

The trend of "doing your own thing" in the West had caused noral decay
in the Western society and this so-called right of individual freedom
shoul d be di scarded, he said.

Such individual right had resulted in young people carrying guns to
school and killing their innocent school mates, he said.

"This cannot be said to be civilised culture. Do we need to foll ow
t hi s?" he said.

The prime mnister said that there were sonme in the country w thout
princi pl es beginning to do whatwever was done in the Wst including
sweari ng.

He hoped that the |l ocal community woul d exercise wisdomin using the
know edge acquired for the betternment of the race and nation.

"Some good things if nisused can cause destruction and sone dangerous
things, if use properly can bring benefit," he said.

The prime mnister cited as exanpl e conbustible materials which were
dangerous but could be used in rocket engines and car engi ne cylinders.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that teachers would in turn obtain satisfaction in
hel ping to pronote culture to enable the nation to attain progress.
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