04/ 07/ 1999

PM Pronote holiday packages abroad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today urged the
private sector to pronote holiday packages ainmed at attracting nore
foreign tourists.

The Prinme Mnister said the Governnent would intensify efforts to
pronote domestic tourismwith activities related to agriculture, sports
and recreation, and shopping.

Dr Mahathir said this when opening the Ml aysia Agricul ture,
Horticulture and Agrotourism'99 Show at StadiumPutra in Bukit Jalil

The i naugural Maha '99 cel ebrates the cultural diversity and richness of
Mal aysia froman agricul tural viewpoint. Thenmed "Agricul ture Towards The
Next MIlennium', it is organised by the Mnistries of Agriculture, and
Culture, Arts and Tourism

Dr Mahathir said |ast year, tourismattracted 5.5 nillion visitors who
spent RVMD. 3 billion.

"In facing the newmllennium it is necessary we study the strength of
the agriculture and tourismsectors and naxim se their contributions for
our benefit.

"I'n addition, the inplenentation of agriculture projects and agrotourism
products like fruit orchards, farmstay, home-stay, water parks and others
woul d hel p us achieve the ains of the National Agriculture Policy and neet
the tourist arrival target that is expected to increase to about 7.6
mllion with spending of RML2 billion by next year," he said.

He said there were many interesting ecosystens, flora and fauna in the
country including 15,000 species of flowering plants, 290 species of
manmal s, 150, 000 i nvertebrates and 4,000 species of salt-water fish.

Two-thirds of the world' s orchid species are al so found here.

"The country also has hills and nountains suitable for tenperate
flowers."

As Maha ' 99 woul d bring rmuch benefit to society and parties invol ved, Dr
Mahathir reiterated his call for everyone especially State Governnents,
the private sector, farmers, livestock rearers and fishernmen to make it a
success.

Dr Mahathir said a highlight of the celebration would be the | aunch of
the National Farnmers, Fishermen and Livestock Rearers Day and t he opening
of the Asia Agricultural Exposition and Convention on Aug 26.

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali; Agriculture
M ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud; Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
Dat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir and Information Mnister Tan Sri Mhd
Khal i d Yaakob.

Guests were later treated to a show portraying agricultural activities.

In conjunction with Maha '99, there will be a Floral Carnival at the
Nati onal Sports Conplex till July 11, a Floral Parade (Dataran Merdeka,
tomorrow), a floral exhibition (Pasar Tani, Jalan |poh, tomorrowto
Tuesday) and sale of local fruit (pasar tani, Jalan | poh, tonorrowto
Tuesday) .

The Maha '99 Secretariat can be reached at 03-2965656/ 03-2925810, f ax:
03-2930207 or at www. hot spotz.comor http://agrolink.noa. ny.
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